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World News Roundup
MLK
Legacy cherished 50 yrs on

Witnesses changed
by MLK’s final days
MEMPHIS, Tenn, April 2, (Agencies): Clara Ester’s
eyes were ﬁxed on the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.
as he stood on the concrete balcony of the Lorraine
Motel.
King was in Memphis to support a sanitation workers’ strike, and Ester, a college student, had been
marching alongside the strikers as they sought better pay and working conditions. She and some friends
had gone to the motel for a catﬁsh dinner when she
saw King chatting happily, not far from where she
stood.
Then Ester heard the shot. It was 6:01 p.m. on April
4, 1968.
“I’m still looking at him,”
Ester recalled. “He looked like
he was lifted up and thrown
back on the pavement. Next
thing I remember, I was stepping over his body, and I’m
noticing that he’s struggling
for air.”
King’s death changed the
world and altered the lives of
those who lived through it.
Some would spend the rest of
King Jr.
their lives ﬁghting for racial
equality and economic justice. Others, including Ester, would struggle to come to terms with what they
saw.
King had won victories on desegregation and voting rights and had been planning his Poor People’s
Campaign when he turned his attention to Memphis,
the gritty city by the Mississippi River.
On Feb. 1, 1968, two sanitation workers were
crushed when a garbage truck compactor malfunctioned, sparking a strike by about 1,300 black sanitation workers weary of horrible working conditions
and racist treatment in the dirtiest of municipal jobs.
The words that would come to signify their protest —
“I Am a Man” — were not a given with everyone in
Memphis at that time.
“We didn’t have a place to shower, wash our
hands, nothing,” said Elmore Nickleberry, who at 86
still drives a truck for the department.
King tried to lead a peaceful march on March
28, but it turned violent. Storefront windows were
smashed, and police wielded clubs and tear gas.
King went back to Atlanta but vowed to return to
show that non-violent protest still worked. Criticism
mounted in the press. He was suffering headaches and
feeling depressed. He met with his advisers, the Rev.
Jesse Jackson said, and “talked himself out of the depression.”
He ﬂew back to Memphis on the morning of April
3.
Mike Cody was among the lawyers working to
persuade a judge to lift an injunction against a new
march who met with King in his motel room.

Strongly
“King felt strongly that unless he could get a success here in Memphis, with these workers using nonviolent, civil disobedience, then he would never get
the Poor People’s March in Washington that summer,” said Cody, 82.
Cody was in the crowd later that evening at the
Mason Temple. Though King was ill, the Rev. Ralph
Abernathy asked him to address the thousands who
turned out despite a thunderstorm.
“It’s a tin roof, so that’s banging. There’s rafters
up there above us, and the rafters are blowing with
the wind and hitting each other and hitting the walls
from the ﬁerceness of the wind and the rain,” said the
Rev. James Lawson, a prominent civil rights activist.
With little preparation, King delivered a speech
that, in retrospect, seemed to foretell his death: “Well,
I don’t know what will happen now; we’ve got some
difﬁcult days ahead. But it really doesn’t matter to me
now, because I’ve been to the mountaintop.”
Meanwhile, King Jr.’s last speech before his assassination 50 years ago this week will be read out aloud
in Boston.
Dozens of speakers aged 5 to 91 will take turns
reading short passages from the speech at Monday
afternoon’s remembrance on City Hall Plaza.
King originally delivered it in Memphis, Tennessee, on the eve of his April 4, 1968, death.
Democratic Boston Mayor Marty Walsh is hosting
the event organized by the Boston Mountaintop Project. The group sees King’s last words as a “framework” for a more open and accepting culture.
Mountaintop Project director Kevin Peterson says
the speech’s themes of racial and economic inequality
make it timeless.
King found his calling as a civil rights activist in
Boston and met his wife, Coretta Scott King, while
studying there.

Right
In related news, Bob Singleton only met civil rights
leader Martin Luther King Jr. once, but that meeting
changed his life.
As the 50th anniversary of King’s death approaches
on April 4, Singleton and others have been reﬂecting
on the man who inspired them and the legacy he left
behind.
It was early 1961 and the then 24-year-old college
student was protesting against Woolworths’ racially
segregated southern lunch counters at a picket line outside the company’s Hollywood, California, store when
King was introduced to him by a mutual acquaintance.
“He marched with us in front of the Woolworths
store and that really made me, from that point on, an
organizer,” said Singleton, now 81.
Soon after that meeting, Singleton organized a group
of University of California Los Angeles students to
travel to Jackson, Mississippi, to enforce federal desegregation laws at the train terminal.
They were known as the Freedom Riders, and
among the group was Singleton’s wife, Helen, now 85.
She, too, was inspired by King.
“He was able to make you feel that, whatever burden
you might be carrying, carry it with dignity and hope.
And then also take action,” she said.
The Singletons and hundreds of other young Freedom Riders were arrested and jailed. But by November
1961, the federal Interstate Commerce Commission’s
ruling prohibiting segregation on interstate transportation facilities was being enforced across the South.
“We won that battle,” said Bob Farrell, 81, who was
arrested in Houston, Texas, in one of the last organized
Freedom Rides in August, 1961. “Inside of one year
we contributed to changing public policy that had been
there since the beginning of the 20th century.”
But the civil rights struggle was far from over.
King was killed on a motel balcony in Memphis by
an avowed segregationist on April 4, 1968.

President Donald Trump and First Lady Melania Trump (center), smile after blowing their whistles to start a race at the annual White House Easter Egg Roll on the
South Lawn of the White House in Washington on April 2. Also with them is their son Barron Trump (left). (AP)

Immigration
Call for border legislation using ‘nuclear option’

No more DACA deal: Trump

Donald Trump Jr and his son Spencer walk down the steps of Air Force
One during their arrival at Andrews
Air Force Base, Md, on April 1. Trump
family was returning to Washington
after spending Easter weekend at
President Donald Trump’s Mar-aLago estate in Palm Beach, Fla. (AP)
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Shulkin has ‘comfort’ with Jackson:
Former Veterans Affairs Secretary David
Shulkin downplayed concerns about his
potential successor’s lack of managerial
experience Monday, saying the key for
improving the VA will be surrounding
White House doctor Ronny Jackson with a
good team “because no one person can do
this alone.”
Shulkin and the White House have
engaged in a highly public campaign surrounding his departure from the VA last
week. Shulkin said he was ﬁred. The White
House said he resigned.
On Monday, Shulkin told CNN there
was no reason he would resign. He said he
had been given a heads-up on his ouster by
Chief of Staff John Kelly moments before
President Donald Trump tweeted it.
Shulkin said he supports the person
President Donald Trump selected to replace
him.
“I have comfort because I know Dr.
Jackson,” Shulkin said. “Dr. Jackson is a
very honorable man who wants to do the
right thing.”
Shulkin’s comments represented a
different tone from the fractious back-andforth Sunday when the White House hit
back at Shulkin for claiming that he was
ﬁred from his job and that he was only
informed about it shortly before President
Donald Trump tweeted about his replacement.
The Trump administration says he left
his job willingly amid a bruising ethics
scandal and mounting rebellion within the
agency. (AP)
❑ ❑ ❑

PALM BEACH, Fla., April 2, (AP):
President Donald Trump has declared “NO MORE” to a deal to help
“Dreamer” immigrants and threatened to pull out of a free trade agreement with Mexico unless it does
more to stop people from crossing
into the US He claimed they’re coming to take advantage of protections
granted certain immigrants.
“No More Daca Deal!” Trump
tweeted Sunday, one hour after he
began the day by wishing his followers a “HAPPY EASTER!”
He said Mexico must “stop the
big drug and people ﬂows, or I will
stop their cash cow, NAFTA. Need
Wall!” The US, Canada and Mexico
are participating in tense negotiations over the North American Free
Trade Agreement at Trump’s insistence. Trump says NAFTA is bad for
the US
“Mexico has got to help us at the
border,” Trump, holding his wife’s
hand, told reporters before the couple attended Easter services at an
Episcopal church near his Palm
Beach home. “If they’re not going to
help us at the border, it’s a very sad
thing between our two countries.”
“A lot of people are coming in because they want to take advantage of
DACA,” he added.
Former President Barack Obama
created the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals program to provide temporary protection and work
permits to hundreds of thousands of
immigrants who are living in the US
illegally after being brought here as

tools.”
“I think now people are appropriately focused on some of the risks and downsides
as well,” he said.
“I think we will dig through this hole,
but it will take a few years. I wish I could
solve all these issues in three months or
six months, but I just think the reality is
that solving some of these questions is
just going to take a longer period of time.”
(AFP)
❑ ❑ ❑
SC backs Arizona policeman: The US
Supreme Court on Monday sided with an
Arizona police ofﬁcer in a case testing the
constitutional limits for the use of force,
throwing out a lawsuit brought against him

children. Trump ended the program
last year, but gave Congress six
months to pass legislation enshrining
it. A deal has so far proved elusive
and Trump has blamed Democrats.
It was not immediately clear what
Trump was referring to when he said
people are coming to take advantage
of the program.
The Department of Homeland
Security is not issuing new permits,
though existing ones can be renewed. The Obama administration
allowed signups during a set period
of time, and the program is closed to
new entrants.

Deals
Proposed DACA deals crafted by
lawmakers and rejected by Trump
also were not open to new participants.
Trump did not explain what he
meant when questioned by reporters
as he entered the Church of Bethesda-by-the-Sea with the ﬁrst lady and
his daughter Tiffany.
The White House did not immediately respond to a request for clariﬁcation.
Trump, when addressing reporters
brieﬂy before entering the church,
again blamed Democrats for failing
to protect the “Dreamers.”
“They had a great chance. The
Democrats blew it. They had a great,
great chance, but we’ll have to take
a look because Mexico has got to
help us at the border. They ﬂow right
through Mexico. They send them
into the United States. It can’t hap-

by a woman he shot four times in her driveway while she held a large kitchen knife.
Over the dissent of two liberal justices,
the court overturned a 2016 lower court ruling that had allowed the civil rights lawsuit
seeking at least $150,000 in damages from
University of Arizona Police Department
Corporal Andrew Kisela to proceed.
The wounded woman, Amy Hughes, had
accused Kisela of using excessive force in
the 2010 incident in violation of the U.S.
Constitution’s Fourth Amendment, which
protects against unreasonable searches and
seizures.
The court issued its decision at a time
of intense focus on the issue of police use
of force arising from a series of incidents

‘FB needs few yrs to fix problems’:
Facebook will likely need “a few years” to
ﬁx the problems uncovered by the revelations on the hijacking of private user data,
chief executive Mark Zuckerberg said in
an interview released Monday.
Speaking to the news site Vox, Zuckerberg defended the company’s business
model and shot back at criticism of the
social networking giant from Apple CEO
Tim Cook last week.
Zuckerberg maintained that one of
Facebook’s problems was that it was “idealistic,” focusing on the positive aspects
of connecting people and that “we didn’t
spend enough time investing in, or thinking
through, some of the downside uses of the

Women wear Easter bonnets while participating in the annual Easter Parade
along 5th Ave, on April 1, in New York City. Dating back to the 1870s the Easter
parade attracts thousands of people each year. (AFP)

pen that way anymore.”
Trump promised during the 2016
presidential campaign to build a
Southern border wall to stop illegal
immigration and drugs from Mexico,
but Congress has frustrated him by
not moving as quickly as he wants to
provide money for construction.
Meanwhile, Trump demanded
Monday that Congress pass new
border legislation using the “Nuclear Option if necessary” to muscle
it through the Senate — a drastic
change in rules the Republican leader has previously dismissed.
Trump tweeted that the US must
build a border wall, but argued that
“Democrats want No Borders, hence
drugs and crime!” He also said that a
deal to help “Dreamer” immigrants
is “dead because the Democrats
didn’t care or act.”
Trump has previously called for
the “nuclear option” — changing
Senate rules to end the ﬁlibuster. But
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell has dismissed that option
in the past, saying Republicans will
welcome the ﬁlibuster when they
return to being the Senate minority.
The White House did not immediately answer questions about
Trump’s tweets. The $1.3 trillion
funding package Congress passed
last month included $1.6 billion in
border wall spending. But much of
that money can only be used to repair existing segments, not build
new sections. Congress also put restrictions on the types of barriers that
can be built.

around the country including shootings
by ofﬁcers of unarmed suspects. Protests
erupted in California’s capital Sacramento
after last month’s police shooting of an
unarmed black man named Stephon Clark.
(RTRS)
❑ ❑ ❑

Review on Ohio youth suicides:
Health ofﬁcials dealing with a spate of
youth suicides in a northeastern Ohio
county are getting help from the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention.
Ofﬁcials say ﬁve students and one
former student from the Perry Local School
District in Stark County killed themselves
within a six-month period from 2017 into
2018, spurring vigils, prevention efforts,
community meetings and discussion about
a possible contagion effect.
CDC representatives were expected to
visit Ohio starting Monday and spend about
two weeks studying what has happened in
Stark County.
“It’s just like anything else, any type of
outbreak — you kind of have to stop and
look at the data around what’s happening
to see if there can be anything gleaned differently to kind of stop this current rate of
what’s happening here,” said Kay Conley,
the county health department’s spokeswoman.
Ohio Department of Health spokeswoman Melanie Amato said the state agency
sought the CDC’s help at the request of
local ofﬁcials. Amato said the CDC will
focus only on Stark County, though youth
suicide is a concern around the state.
ODH data shows Ohio lost more young
people to suicide in 2017 than in any of the
previous 10 years. The state had at least
111 suicides last year involving people who
were 19 or younger, and that number could
rise as coroners ﬁnalize their reporting
on deaths from the last few months of the
year. (AP)

