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In these pictures taken on Aug 22, 2017, people ski and snowboard at the Wanda Harbin Ice and Snow Park in Harbin. (AFP)

‘A ‘hip’ new pastime’

Chinese skiers cool off at indoor ski park

contract bridge
By Steve Becker

HARBIN, China, Sept 18, (AFP): It was a
hot summer afternoon in Harbin and tourists
strolled cobblestone streets with the Chinese
city’s famous milk popsicles in hand. But
indoors, it was perfect weather for skiing.
At the city’s new Ice and Snow Park, chilly
winds blew snowﬂakes around skiers zipping
down the manmade slopes of the world’s
largest indoor ski park, a potent symbol of
China’s ambitions to turn itself into a winter
sports powerhouse ahead of the 2022 Winter
Olympics in Beijing.
Kept at a chilly -5 degrees Celsius (41
Fahrenheit) by fans and an underground cooling system, the sprawling 80,000-square metre
(861,000 square feet) facility boasts six runs,
the longest stretching 500 metres (0.31 miles).
“Skiing here is just like skiing in a big
refrigerator,” ten-year-old Kane Li grinned
beneath his neon goggles, who has his hopes
pinned on competing at the games.
A student at a private ski academy in the
capital, Kane and his fellow young Olympic
aspirants used to spend their summers training
in New Zealand, but the opening of Dalian
Wanda Group’s indoor ski park this summer
means they can now stay closer to home.
“China’s skiing is still not so great (compared to other countries),” Kane said, adding:
“We must train hard every day. Train more.”
Not long ago, skiing was considered a
luxury activity in China, inaccessible to the
average person.

Success
The country is currently home to roughly
six million skiers, but President Xi Jinping
hopes that number will rise to 300 million in
the coming years.
China has had great success at the Summer
Olympics, but its few Winter Olympic victories have been centred on speed skating. The
country has won just six skiing medals – all in
freestyle – including one gold.
There are currently about 200 ski resorts in
China. Chinese ofﬁcials are aiming to increase
that number ﬁvefold by 2030.
“We didn’t have anywhere to ski when I
was growing up,” said Yi Li, the general manager of Wanda’s indoor park.
The Beijing native ﬁrst tried the sport 11
years ago while working at a ski resort in
northern Hebei province’s Zhangjiakou, which
will host the Olympic alpine skiing events.
He picked up the sport quickly, becoming
an instructor and even training in Switzerland.
Now he says China is ready to make skiing
a national pastime.
“Skiing is hip,” Yi said. “From the apparel
to the equipment, there’s a lot of freedom.”
He recalled that when he ﬁrst discovered the
sport, most Chinese people were unwilling to
try it because the gear was expensive, and they
needed a car to reach the mountains.
But after the country’s economic reforms,
people had more disposable income and more
time to take vacations, he said. They bought
cars and stopped viewing skiing as “dangerous.”
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Alcoholics Anonymous: If you know
someone who can’t stop drinking and would
like to help them please check us out and we
promise to try to help at www.aaarabia.org
There are no fees. This is a genuine public
service.
❑
❑
❑

A ﬂyer of the event

There were about 40 people on Ice and
Snow Park’s slopes on a recent Tuesday.
Some carved through the ﬁrm and “sticky”
snow with ease, while others struggled to get
their skis on. An agile snowboarder helped a
stumbling skier to the bottom.
The slopes are equipped with a chairlift, a
sledding area and a bunny hill, not to mention
a ski lodge bedecked with faux wood.

T I M E S

For average visitors, the cost to ski for an
entire day, including all rental equipment, is
488 yuan ($74). The most popular package is a
three-hour visit at 300 yuan ($45).
The average disposable income in China
was 23,821 yuan ($3,619) last year.
According to Yi, 13 professional teams from
across the country have also been coming to
train in the mornings since the slopes opened.

CROSSWORD

Drinking problem?: Friends of Bill W. are
available to help. Totally conﬁdential. Email:
rohsecretary@gmail.com
❑
❑
❑

Narcotics Anonymous: NA can help with
addiction problems. Totally confidential:
94087800 English/Arabic.
Continued on Page 20

Challenger

Conceptis Sudoku
The grid must be so completed that every row, column
and 3x3 box has every digit from 1 to 9 inclusive

DIRECTIONS:
Fill each square
with a number, one
through nine.
■ Horizontal
squares should
add to totals on
right.
■ Vertical squares
should add to
totals on bottom.
■ Diagonal
squares through
center should add
to total in upper
and lower right.

Yesterday’s solution

THERE MAY BE
MORE THAN ONE
SOLUTION.

Answer to yesterday’s puzzle

Today’s Challenge
Time 7 Minutes
49 Seconds
Your Working
Time __ Minutes
__ Seconds

Word by Word

Own

Nafseh

Every man is the architecture of his own fortunes.
Kul emreyen yasnai qadaraho benafseh.

Numbers

7661
Scratch pad

Seven thousand six hundred
sixty one
Sabat alaf wa seto maah wa
wahed wa setoon.

