
CAIRO, Sept 13, (KUNA): 
Arab League council of 
foreign ministers affirmed 
Tuesday their support to all 
measures taken by the State 
of Kuwait regarding the 
terrorist “Al-Abdali cell”, 
and reasserted rejection to 
Iranian interference.

In a final communique at the 
148th session, the council hailed 
Kuwait’s efforts along with GCC 
countries through also their attempt 
to create channels for dialogue with 
Iran to bolster security and stability 
in the region.

The council condemned Iranian 
interference in Arab internal affairs 
and considered it a violation of Inter-
national law, including the principle 
of good neighborliness and states 
sovereignty, stressing importance of 
cooperation between Arab countries 
and Iran based on good neighborli-
ness and refrain from the use or threat 
of force.

The Council called on Iran to end 
acts of provocation that would under-
mine confidence building and threaten 
security and stability in the region.

The council renewed also its con-
demnation of the attacks on the Em-
bassy of Saudi Arabia in Tehran and 
its consulate in Mashhad, and to hold 
Iran responsible for these acts, and 
demanded Tehran to abide by the in-
ternational conventions and treaties 
in this regard, especially the 1963 
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic 
Relations.

The council condemned statements 
made by Iranian officials against Arab 
countries, urging the Iranian govern-
ment to stop intimidating statements 
and acts of provocation and to stop 
media campaigns against the Arab 
countries as a blatant interference in 
the internal affairs of these countries.

The council called on Iran to stop 

policies that would feed sectarian-
ism and sectarian conflicts and re-
frain from supporting groups that 
fuel these conflicts in the Arab Gulf 
states, calling on the Iranian govern-
ment to stop supporting and fund-
ing militias and armed parties in the 
Arab countries.

The Council condemned Iran’s 
continuing occupation of the three 
islands of Greater Tunb, Lesser Tunb 
and Abu Moussa, stressing its support 
for all peaceful measures taken by the 
UAE to restore its sovereignty over its 
occupied islands in accordance with 
international law.

The council condemned as well Ira-
nian intervention in the Syrian crisis 
and the serious repercussions it would 
have on Syria’s future, security, sov-
ereignty, stability, national unity and 
territorial integrity, stressing that such 
intervention would not serve the ef-
forts exerted to end the crisis peace-
fully.

The Arab Foreign Ministers also 
welcomed State of Kuwait’s hosting 
of an international conference to re-
build areas in Iraqi that were liberated 
from terrorists.

His Highness the Amir of Kuwait 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber 
Al-Sabah called 
Iraqi Prime 
Minister Hai-
dar Al-Abadi 
following the 
liberation of 
Mosul, and of-
fered to host the 
in t e rna t iona l 
c o n f e r e n c e , 
which Kuwait 
said might be 
held during the 
first quarter next 
year.

The foreign ministers meanwhile 
called on importance of supporting 
Arab governments, namely Iraq’s, to 
cope with growing needs of displaced 
persons.

They called for rebuilding the liber-
ated areas in Iraq and to involve the 
private sector until the return of the 
displaced to their homes.

They proposed an Arab League-
sponsored international conference to 
discuss the Internally Displaced Per-
sons (IDPs) inside the Arab countries.

They approved a plan to support 
the IDPs in Arab countries to improve 
their living conditions. 

The Arab foreign ministers have as-
signed Arab League Secretary General 
Ahmad Abul Gheit to form a ministe-
rial panel to rally international opposi-
tion to Israel’s bid to nominate for the 
UN Security Council (UNSC) non-per-
manent seat for the 2019-20 term.

At the conclusion of their 148 regu-
lar meeting at the Arab League head-
quarters in Cairo, the foreign min-
isters also urged the UNSC to put in 
place all UN resolutions related to the 
Palestinian cause.

They denounced the recent Israeli 
legislations to undermine chances for 
just, comprehensive and lasting peace 
in the Middle East as well as the Is-
raeli illegal actions to extend its grip 
over the occupied East Jerusalem.

They encouraged world countries, 
UNSC permanent members to recog-
nize the independent Palestinian state 
to safeguard the two-state solution to 
the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.

They reiterated support to the Arab 
peace initiative of 2002 to achieve 
comprehensive peace with Israel in 
return for the liberation of occupied 
Arab land.

They called for intensifying ef-
forts to rally international support to 
the Palestinian indelible right of self-
determination and independent state.

They stressed the need for pressing 
Israel to release all Palestinian prison-
ers and find a solution to the ordeal of 
Palestinian refugees.

The ministers urged the UNSC 
members to approve a full member-
ship of the State of Palestine in the 
United Nations.

Al-Abadi
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A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION

DIWANIYA
‘Persecution decades old’

‘US key to ending crisis’
“MYANMAR or what was earlier called Burma was 
actually ruled by military regimes for about fifty 
years,” columnist and former MP Dr Salah Al-Ateeqi 
wrote for Al-Qabas daily.

“Myanmar has the biggest Buddhist temple in the 
world. It has been persecuting the Muslim minority 
for several decades and until now through various 
types of methods.

“However, about five years ago, we as members of 
the former National Assembly heard about the trage-
dy of the ‘Burmese Muslims’ and we decided to form 
a parliamentary delegation to pay a visit to Myanmar 
to investigate this tragedy like any other facts finding 
committee and in our capacity as members of the then 
Foreign Affairs Committee of the National Assembly.

“Prior to our departure to Myanmar, we got in 
touch with the Kuwaiti ambassador in the capital of 
the country which was then called Rangoon and he 
contacted the concerned authorities in Myanmar to 
make necessary arrangements for the visit. 

“This delegation comprised the then MP Saleh 
Ashour, Captain Taher Al-Failakawi and myself. We 
had meetings with the then Myanmar Minister of For-
eign Affairs and the Minister of Social Affairs and 
Labor. Both ministers were members of the military 
institution.

“During our meetings with these two ministers we 
told them about what we had heard about the persecu-
tion of the Muslims in their country and exactly in the 
Rakhine province (Arakan).

“However, although they denied reports of persecu-
tion, during our meeting with some Muslim leaders 
which were arranged by the Kuwaiti ambassador to 
Myanmar, they confirmed Muslims had been per-
secuted. They said Muslims were persecuted by all 
means. However, our meeting with these leaders re-
mained a top secret.

“Not just that, they said the meeting was held after 
making some hasty complicated arrangements and the 
Muslims leaders declined to reveal their identities, but 
we in turn made an excuse for them.

“During our meeting with 
these Muslim leaders, we ob-
served that they were attaching 
hopes on the opposition party 
led by Aung San Suu Kyi, the 
winner of the Nobel Peace Prize 
to come to power hoping this 
woman to deal with them fair 
and square, but unfortunately, 
time has revealed that this wom-
an cannot do anything. 

“Apart from the above, these 
leaders told us that they are not 
in a position even to seek assis-
tance because they didn’t receive any assistance from 
abroad, since the Burmese government doesn’t allow 
foreign assistance to reach the country.

“This happened although some Gulf countries had 
attempted in vain to send humanitarian assistance to 
Rakhine but in spite of the pressures on the Burmese 
government by the international community over the 
past years, the government in Myanmar insisted not to 
respond to any pressure.

“Meanwhile, the Muslim leaders told us they don’t 
need financial assistance, rather protection from the 
Burmese killers saying the persecution had reached a 
point of no return. It was unbearable to such an extent 
they were not allowed to give their children Muslim 
names. Hence, we had observed that every Muslim 
had two names – a house name and official name.

“In this context, we recall how one of these lead-
ers told us not to exert any effort in this connection 
because the Burmese government was seemingly de-
termined not to pay attention to Muslim countries.

“This government was reckless when it came to 
dealing with Muslim countries, particularly in the 
wake of improving ties with the United States of 
America since Washington has huge investments in 
Myanmar, and is the only nation that can force Myan-
mar to change its internal policy. 

“However, these Muslim leaders added as such if 
you have influence with the Americans then use it, 
otherwise your visit will have no effect and nothing 
will benefit us.

“After we returned to Kuwait, we prepared a report 
about the situation in Myanmar and submitted it to the 
Kuwaiti Parliament, but until now we know nothing 
about the fate of this report, because the National As-
sembly was dissolved in 2012.

“In conclusion, we pray to Almighty Allah to pro-
tect the Muslims in Myanmar — it is the Almighty 
Allah only who can do everything.”

Also:
“Russia Today Satellite TV Channel recently 

broadcast the live coverage of peaceful marches in 
many Russian cities in a prelude to celebrate one hun-
dred years of the Bolshevik Revolution,” columnist 
and former director of the Culture Department at the 
National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters (NC-
CAL) Waleed Al-Rujaib wrote for Al-Rai daily. 

“It was observed that the participants in these 
marches were carrying the Russian Communist Party 
flag in addition to banners calling for global peace and 
anti war slogans. 

“This happened although a majority of the partici-
pants were young men and women, not many from 
the so-called ‘Old Guard’ representing the Commu-
nist Party.

“Not just that, these young participants were wear-
ing army uniforms of the former Soviet Union to 
mark the anniversary of the Soviet Union Red Army 
victory against the Nazism during the World War II.

“However, the celebrations to be held this year will 
be attended by a host of intellectuals and artistes in 
addition to a dialogue which will be attended by a 
galaxy of various communist and labor parties in ad-
dition to the youth organizations and unions and Inter-
national Democratic Women’s Federation and many 
peace organizations of the world.

“Given the above, the celebrations are expected 
to be huge commensurate to the event. Not just that, 
the occasion shall witness the organization of many 
artistic fairs in various European capitals and cities 
including London and Malaga of Spain to mark the 
anniversary of the greatest revolution in the history 
which actually changed the face and the map of the 
world.

“However, some intellectuals say marking the anni-
versary should not be confined to holding celebrations 
in praise of the past, rather this should be exploited to 
discuss the follies of the socialists including the igno-
rance of democracy and how to create the necessary 
methods in dealing with the Marxist Theory in a man-
ner that should keep abreast with the contemporary 
requirements.

“Meanwhile, some observers say Marxism still 

attracts the youth who are looking forward to social 
justice and world peace and that the use of the global 
wealth rests in the socialism. 

“Last December, the Russian President Vladimir 
Putin had formed a committee for marking the anni-
versary of the Communist Revolution — a measure 
that was seen by some people as diverting the atten-
tion from protests and rebellions that were likely to 
be organized to mark the said event motivated by the 
desire of these people to reinstate socialist system into 
the country particular by those who suffer under the 
current capitalistic system as well from the related 
mafias.”

❑     ❑     ❑

“The visit of HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to the US on the third anniversary 
of his naming as humanitarian leader by the UN is sig-
nificant indeed, “columnist Fahd Dawoud Al-Sabah 
wrote for Annahar daily.

“The visit represents HH the Amir’s optimism and 
keeness to spread the principle of peace around the 
world amid self-devotion to resolve disputes among 
his brothers. That’s why his visits — whether on the 
regional, international or Kuwaiti-American level 
needs to be interpreted carefully.

“Kuwaiti investments in America, according to the 
minister of finance, are worth approximately $400 bil-
lion and are deemed a crucial component of the larg-
est economy in the world, indicating active partici-
pation of Kuwait in such a giant economy will yield 
many denefits.

“Even so, exchange of experiences and extension 
of Kuwaiti-American partnership need to be en-
hanced. The meeting of His Highness the Amir and 
his children studying in various institutions in the US 
stimulated the students to put the utmost effort to ac-
quire knowledge to fulfill the vision of HH the Amir 
of Kuwait and its future through highly educated citi-
zens who are capable of serving society.

“On the regional level, the plain speech of the Amir 
concerning the ongoing Gulf dispute set the record 
straight and cleared ambiguities shrouding the issue, 
stressing he’s pushing for a solution to the crisis to 
avoid possible disintegration of Gulf unity in such 
critical era.”

❑     ❑     ❑

“During his press conference in Washington with 
US President Donald Trump, the diplomatic humani-
tarian leader His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah explained to the American 
and international media his role of mediating in the 
Gulf crisis. Everyone was dazzled by the transparent 
and convincing statements of His Highness the Amir 
concerning his mediation role in the Gulf crisis”, 
Abdulmohsen Mohammad Al-Husseini wrote for Al-
Anba daily. 

“His responses to the questions of journalists give 
high hopes about the resolution of the crisis among 
the sisterly countries. Everyone across the globe ex-
pressed appreciation for the positive diplomacy of His 
Highness the Amir.

“He vowed that he will not stop, but will continue 
to work in bringing the brothers closer. 

“His Highness the Amir said he hoped the me-
dia wrangling regarding the Gulf dispute would be 
brought to an end so that focus can be made on the 
desired rapprochement, and the efforts of those who 
seek to deepen the differences between the Gulf States 
can be curbed.”

❑     ❑     ❑

“The speech of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sa-
bah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah after the Kuwait-
US summit held at the White House was filled with 
wisdom, and showcased the ability of this diplomatic 
humanitarian leader to assess situations and circum-
stances sensibly and draw sound conclusions, as well 
as his several years of experience,” Ibrahim Adeeb Al-
Awadhi wrote for Al-Rai daily.

“This speech has given hope for a solution to the 
Qatari-Gulf crisis, which has become a matter of con-
cern for all GCC citizens since last Ramadan. The 
speech highlighted on the need for tolerance, broth-
erhood, healing and forgiveness, as well as a sincere 
desire for the return of brotherhood in the Gulf house 
just like in the many yesteryears. It would not have 
been so, had it not been for the prudent and wise 
policy pursued by His Highness the Amir which he 
acquired internally and externally during his years in 
the field of politics from his youth until date. 

“However, to be more realistic and to call things by 
their names, it is better for us to say that the speech 
gave a very small glimmer of hope, nothing more! 
The statements that followed the speech of His High-
ness from both sides of the dispute and at the time of 
writing this article do not give room for optimism at 
all, but they have given clear and direct impressions 
that the efforts to resolve this dispute are back to zero 
again!”

❑     ❑     ❑

“I have lately noticed huge mistakes into which 
some of the members of the Cabinet and Parliament 
fall. Despite the fact that making mistakes is possible 
in any field of work, the strange thing is the silent po-
sition adopted by some MPs and political factions in 
calling for rectification of such mistakes and provid-
ing remedy,” Ahmad Baqer wrote for Aljarida daily.

“In the past, whenever the government proposes 
a bad law, for instance concerning the state proper-
ties or the rights of citizens, people used to engage 
in fierce campaign against the government, especially 
against the concerned members of the Cabinet. Heavy 
pressure was exacted on the Cabinet and its minis-
ters in a bid to withdraw or repeal such controversial 
proposals.

“However, these days we see other ministers pro-
posing laws which are more damaging to the state 
properties or the rights of citizens or public funds. 
Various regulations such as those related to promo-
tions and recruitment are being violated. The saddest 
thing is that those who used to protest in the past have 
now become mute and perhaps deaf.

“His Highness the Prime Minister shouldn’t fall for 
such tactics due to his huge constitutional role that he 
has in this country in terms of monitoring the min-
isters and the level of adhering to the laws. He also 
shouldn’t forget the essence and objectives of the di-
rectives he adopts.

“All these apply also on the people so that they 
can avoid falling into the same trap. This can be 
achieved by maintaining proper awareness of what 
is transpiring in the country and also having the 
ability to remember the past in a manner so that fol-
lowing the same unjustified political games can be 
avoided.”

— Compiled by Zaki Taleb

Dr Al-Ateeqi

Arab FMs back Kuwait’s
steps against Abdali cell

Cams eyed
in mosques

‘Rebuilding Iraq’ move lauded

KUWAIT CITY, Sept 13: 
Assistant Undersecretary for 
Mosques Affairs at the Minis-
try of Awqaf and Islamic Af-
fairs Dr Dawood Al-Asoussi 
said the Ministry is prepar-
ing a tender for the supply, 
installation and maintenance 
of cameras in mosques, the 
houses of Holy Quran and 
the ministry’s administrative 
buildings, reports Al-Anba 
daily.

The tender documents and 
the specifications of the ma-
terials have been prepared, 
and shall cover more than 
1,500 facilities. Al-Assousi 
announced 25 percent of to-
tal 3,000 cameras donated 
by Zain have already been 
installed for internal and ex-
ternal monitoring of mosques 
affiliated to the Ministry of 
Awqaf in all governorates.
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Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah at the meeting.

News in Brief

Yemeni’s car stolen: An 
unknown individual drove off 
with a Yemeni expatriate’s car of 
2017-model, reports Al-Anba daily.

In the complaint he lodged with 
Rumaithiya police station, the car 
owner said he left his car in operating 
condition for a few minutes in front 
of an Iranian bakery to buy bread 
worth 250 fi ls.

❑     ❑     ❑

Thieves take sheep: An un-
known person broke into a livestock 
pen in Salmi area and stole fi ve sheep 
belonging to a Kuwaiti citizen. 

The citizen lodged a complaint 
at the Salmi Police Station. He said 
the Asian caretaker of his livestock 
notifi ed him about the theft early in 
the morning, saying the perpetrator 
had broken the fence and carted away 

all fi ve sheep.
❑     ❑     ❑

Death cheated: An unidentifi ed 
woman sustained serious injuries 
when she was run over by two vehi-
cles, reports Al-Anba daily.

According to security sources, 
she was crossing Fourth Ring Road 
when a 27-year old Indian expatriate 
driving a 4WD run over her followed 
by a 32-year old Syrian expatriate. 
Both motorists have been referred 
to the concerned authorities while 
the woman was rushed to Sabah 
Hospital. 

❑     ❑     ❑

Car broken into: An unknown in-
dividual broke one of the windows of 
a Jordanian woman’s car in Salmiya 
area and stole her personal belong-

ings and some important documents 
belonging to the company she works 
for, reports Al-Rai daily.

She rushed to Salmiya Police 
Station and reported that she was 
visiting her friend in an apartment 
building in Salmiya area when the 
incident happened. She explained 
that she had parked her car in the 
parking lot of the building where her 
friend stays. When she returned, she 
was surprised to discover the car had 
been broken into and the thief had 
stolen some of her personal belong-
ings that she had left in the car along 
with a set of important documents of 
her company. 

A case was fi led and a team 
from Criminal Investigations lifted 
fi ngerprints to identify and arrest the 
suspect.


