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Scratch pad

odds ’n’ ends
YAKUTSK, Russia:

Swans take off on a lake near the village of Petrevichi, 165 kms (103 miles) west of capital Minsk, Belarus recently, during the unstable spring weather across Belarus. (AP)

Conceptis Sudoku

Challenger

contract bridge

The grid must be so completed that every row, column
and 3x3 box has every digit from 1 to 9 inclusive

By Steve Becker

DIRECTIONS:
Fill each square
with a number, one
through nine.
■ Horizontal
squares should
add to totals on
right.
■ Vertical squares
should add to
totals on bottom.
■ Diagonal
squares through
center should add
to total in upper
and lower right.

DANVILLE, Indiana: Some
daring deer approached a
group of hunters in central Indiana and one was so unafraid
that it licked the barrel of a shotgun and allowed one of the men
to stroke its neck.
Perhaps they knew the men
were hoping to bag a turkey?
Leon Champine says the
young animals didn’t have their
mother with them “to teach
them what is dangerous.”
Champine, of Indianapolis,
told WXIN-TV that he and his
friends encountered the inquisitive animals over the weekend
in Hendricks County.
One of the men, Corey
Cook, recorded video showing the deer wandering toward
the camouﬂaged men who are
hidden in the undergrowth. The
video shows one nuzzling the
barrel of a gun in the waning
afternoon sunlight.
Champine calls it a “once in a
lifetime encounter.” (AP)
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Yesterday’s solution

THERE MAY BE
MORE THAN ONE
SOLUTION.

Answer to yesterday’s puzzle

Today’s Challenge
Time 1 Minutes
32 Seconds
Your Working
Time __ Minutes
__ Seconds

COPENHAGEN,

Taalom

Never too old to learn.
Laisa letaalom sen yaqif endaha.

Numbers
thousand five hundred
7554 Seven
fifty four
Sabat alaaf wa khamso maah
wa arbaah wa khamsoun

Denmark:

The Norwegian government
has reversed a 40-year-old ban
to allow 19 kinds of reptiles to
be held as pets.
Norway’s Agriculture and
Food Ministry which also handles laws concerning domestic
animals published a list Thursday allowing nine species of
snakes, seven kinds of lizards
and three types of turtles as of
Aug 15. Amphibians are still not
legal in Norway.
According to Norwegian
Web-based news site Nettavisen, the Norwegian Food Safety
Authority estimates there are
about 100,000 illegal reptiles
and it was difﬁcult to enforce
such a ban. Iceland is the only
other Nordic country banning
these animals, Netavisen said.
(AP)

Word by Word

Learn

For millennia, extinct mammoths lay
undisturbed in the permafrost in
Russia’s Yakutia region. They
have now turned into a source
of wealth, and the local government is keen to start tapping it.
Mammoth ivory is highly
sought after for use in trinkets
and jewellery, especially in Asia.
The material is promoted by people in the trade as an ethical alternative to elephant tusks.
Monique Pean, a jewellery
designer whose clients have
included Michelle Obama, the
former US ﬁrst lady, has made
some of her collections out of
mammoth ivory.
Yakutia, a vast and sparsely
inhabited region shrouded for
most of the year in snow and ice,
is best known as a diamond and
gold-mining area, but it is also
the source of 90 percent of the
world’s supply of mammoth ivory.
Last year, 80 tonnes of fossilized mammoth ivory was gathered in the region, according
to Nikita Shepelyov, Yakutia’s
deputy minister for industry and
geology.
Legislation forbids digging
down to excavate frozen mammoths, but anyone who purchases a license — a ﬁve-year
permit costs 7,500 roubles
($131.49) — can gather mammoth remains from the surface.
In some cases, the spring
thaw ﬂushes mammoth carcasses out to the surface. Many
professional mammoth collectors speed up the process by
using high-powered pumps to
disperse the soil.
This practice is illegal, because it harms the environment,
but it often goes on unchecked
because state inspectors cannot monitor what is happening
in remote areas.
The local government wants
to change the tax laws so that
mammoth tusks can be taxed in
the same way as other commodities dug out of the ground, such
as gold and diamonds. (RTRS)
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