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‘Cuts may have its repercussion on athletes’

Rio Olympic and Paralympic ceremonies to be low-budget
RIO DE JANEIRO, Sept 23, (AP): The
opening and closing ceremonies for Rio
Olympics and Paralympics will be lowbudget productions compared to three
years ago in London, or in Beijing in
2008.
The austerity reflects the reality of
Rio’s Olympics, which open in just over
10 1/2 months and are caught up in the
economic and political upheaval besetting Brazil.
The country is mired in a recession,
inflation has reached 10 percent and
there are calls to impeach President
Dilma Rousseff.
Fernando Meirelles, the Brazilian
filmmaker and part of the creative team,
estimated Tuesday that Rio will spend
one-tenth what London did on four
major ceremonies. “I would be ashamed
to waste what London spent in a country
where we need sanitation; where education needs money,” Meirelles told
reporters. “So I’m very glad we’re not
spending money like crazy.”

London is reported to have spent
about 80 million pounds ($104 million at
2012 exchange rates) on the four ceremonies.
Meirelles, who directed the film “City
of God,” said the budget for the ceremonies had always been tight, although
Rio organizers have clearly been cutting
in the last year.
Rio is spending about 39 billion reals

OLYMPICS
($10 billion) in public and private money
to prepare the games.
In a letter obtained last week by The
Associated Press, the governing body of
swimming FINA complained to organizers and Rio Mayor Eduardo Paes about
reduced seating in the swimming arena
from 17,000 to 13,000. The water polo
venue was also moved to cut costs.
In the letter, former Olympic gold-

Canadian coach thriving in Russia

Unpleasant surprises for
‘foreign players’ in KHL
MOSCOW, Sept 23, (Agencies):
Canadian goaltender Mark Dekanich
wanted “to see the world” while playing
in the Russia-based Kontinental Hockey
League, but now he’s cooling his heels
back home in Vancouver as he waits for
unpaid wages.
The KHL has ambitions to draw
European hockey fans away from the
NHL, and boasts former NHL stars like
Ilya Kovalchuk. But life in the league can
bring unpleasant surprises for foreign
players.
The Russian government can change
KHL roster rules on a whim, suddenly
forcing foreign players to leave teams,
and financial instability means wage
stoppages are common.
Dekanich is one of 15 players demanding unpaid wages dating back months at
Croatian club Medvescak Zagreb, one of
28 teams from seven countries in the
league. “They owe me over 2 months of
unpaid salary, as well as compensation
for not meeting the equipment portion of
my contract,” he told The Associated
Press in e-mailed comments. “My wife
and I are planning to start a family and
not having money that I have rightfully
earned and am owed has certainly had an
impact on our financial decisions in the
present and the upcoming future.”
Medvescak does not dispute that
Dekanich and other players are owed
money even as it pays current players’
wages in full. Dekanich says he rejected a
payment plan proposed by the club that
would only see the missing wages paid in
full by July 2016, more than a year after
they were first due.
Dekanich says he doesn’t harbor
resentment against the league, “only with
my past employer — I guess I can’t call
them that if they don’t pay.”
The 29-year-old Dekanich is typical of
many North Americans in the KHL, a
veteran of college hockey and NHL farm
teams now looking for success abroad.
His time in the NHL itself was limited to
50 minutes for the Nashville Predators in
2010. Foreign players were also caught

ICE HOCKEY
up in a wage stoppage last season at HC
Sochi, a key element of Russia’s sports
legacy from last year’s Winter Olympics.
Two Americans and two Canadians were
on a roster which went unpaid for several
months from January. The issue was only
resolved “sometime in July,” according to
KHL Players’ Trade Union head Andrei
Kovalenko.
The problems in Sochi, which had
some of the league’s highest crowds last
season, highlight another problem dogging the KHL.
Being popular often isn’t enough to
pay the bills in a league where many
clubs, even those from outside Russia,
rely heavily on Russian government
money, whether via state-run companies
or regional governments. Without that
funding, many clubs would be financially
unstable, since KHL wage bills are routinely far in excess of club earnings.
Czech team Lev Prague withdrew from
the league citing financial problems last
year, shortly after reaching the Gagarin
Cup finals and attracting league-record
crowds.
Wages at Russian clubs, which make
up 22 of the league’s 28 teams, are paid in
rubles, the Russian currency which has

Metallurg Magnitogorsk’s Canadian
head coach Mike Keenan reacts during the regular Russian open
Kontinental Hockey League’s (KHL)
match against CSKA in Moscow on
Sept 11. (AFP)

US beat Argentina to win men’s volleyball World Cup
TOKYO, Sept 23, (AP): The United
States won its first men’s volleyball
World Cup in 30 years on Wednesday
with a 25-20, 25-21, 17-25, 25-20 win
over Argentina.
Maxwell Holt scored 18 points as the

US team won the event for the first time
since 1985 and secured a berth at the
Olympics in Rio de Janeiro.
Italy also wrapped up an Olympic
spot by finishing second with a 26-24,
22-25, 25-22, 25-19 win over world

champion Poland, which lost its first
match and finished third.
The United States, Italy and Poland
all finished with 10 wins and one loss.
The final ranking was determined by
fewest sets lost.

Matt Anderson of the US finished the
tournament with 172 points and was
named MVP.
Defending champion Russia beat
host Japan 27-29, 25-17, 21-25, 25-17,
15-13 to finish fourth.

medal swimmer Alexander Popov said
Rio’s swimming preparations were “a
step back in relation to previous editions
of the Games.” He added that the cuts
may have “its repercussion on the athletes.”
Meirelles said “high-tech” was being
eliminated from the ceremonies. He listed drones, complex aerial equipment and
disappearing stages as items that Rio
would do without. The emphasis will be
on the basics.
“We don’t have high culture,”

Meirelles said. “Of course we have some
pianists, some maestros and some
orchestras, but that’s not us. We come
from the roots. The beauty of Brazil
comes from the roots.”
Faced with other needs, Meirelles also
questioned the value of Rio’s Games.
“I’m not sure if I would approve an
Olympics in Brazil, if this is a priority
for us,” he said. “But we’re there and this
is a great opportunity for the country, and
we’re going to do the best we can.”
Meirelles divulged little about the cer-

emonies. He talked about showing a
vision of the country “and what I hope it
will become.” He said he’d try to steer
away from cliches, but not all of them.
“Having an Olympics in Rio without
any mention of Carnival would be
crazy,” he said. “Carnival’s not a cliche.
People live Carnival.”
Andrucha Waddington, another
awarding-winning filmmaker who is
part of the creative team, promised the
ceremonies would reflect all of Brazil’s
roots — from its indigenous people to

the 5 million African slaves who arrived
in chains — 10 times more than arrived
in the United States.
“I can say it will be from A to Z in the
show,” Waddington said. “And we will
talk about this diversity. We are confident the show we will be outstanding
without an outstanding budget.”
Pressed for details, he also clammed
up.
“We should hide as much as we can,”
he added. “The surprise factor is very
important.”

Awadhi, Ragma outshine rivals,
top FAST ‘No Penalty’ Scenario
Cajucom and Al-Kandari in second place
By Ronchiedela Cruz
Special to the Arab Times

In this Dec 18, 2010 file photo,
Nashville Predators goalie Mark
Dekanich (31) can’t stop a shot by
Los Angeles Kings left wing Ryan
Smyth, not shown, in the second period of an NHL hockey game in
Nashville, Tennessee. (AP)

Tackle drug rings

WADA & China
sign agreement
MELBOURNE, Sept 23, (RTRS):
The World Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA) has signed a memorandum
of understanding with China’s sports
ministry to crack down on the manufacture and supply of performanceenhancing drugs in the country.
WADA has long branded China
the world’s top producer and
exporter of PEDs, which are openly
sold on Chinese websites and often
shipped by regular mail to countries
around the world. WADA and
Interpol will exchange information
with China’s law enforcement agencies to target and dismantle producers and help countries catch drug
cheats among their athletes, WADA
said in a statement.
“There is tremendous potential in
sharing information and investigating the trafficking of doping substances — with organisations that
have the power to reduce and eliminate the illegal manufacture and supply of PEDs and raw materials that
result in PEDs — in a country that
faces a problem with the illegal sale
and exportation of banned substances,” WADA Director General
David Howman said.
The project team will include officials from Chinese police, customs,
Food and Drug Administration and
the Chinese Anti-Doping Agency,
the statement added.
Earlier this month, the United
States
Drug
Enforcement
Administration arrested more than
90 people and seized hundreds of
kilograms of raw steroid powder and
thousands of litres in liquid form in a
major synthetic drug bust across
multiple US states.
lost almost half of its value against the
dollar in the last 18 months.
The strong Russian government influence over the KHL has made the league
susceptible to demands to change the
rules to help the Russian national team.
Fixtures are routinely arranged to give
Team Russia a window to prepare for
international games, and the number of
foreign players at Russian clubs is strictly limited by law in the belief that this
will help homegrown talent to emerge.
It became a political hot topic after
Russia’s failure to medal at last year’s
Olympics, when Russian President
Vladimir Putin suggested foreign players
had taken ice time from young Russians
in the KHL.
Meanwhile, although fiery Canadian
ice hockey coach Mike Keenan has been
compared to Stalin throughout his decorated career, it turns out he actually does
a pretty good Lenin impersonation.
Keenan, who is into his third season at
the helm of Metallurg Magnitogorsk in
Russia’s top hockey league, recently
made a star turn as the Bolshevik revolutionary in a promotional video for the
club. “I don’t know if I am a revolutionary or not,” said Keenan, who actually
resembles Lenin with his thinning hair
and sweeping arm gestures. “Maybe in
the hockey world, I might be a little bit.”

KUWAIT CITY, Sep 23: It
looks like it is the battle of the
professionals tonight, as most
of the shooters who showed
up to participates are from
the Professional Category as
Sr Chief Instructor Eric
Ragma outshines and outplays all his opponent. While
Saleh Al- Awadhi was under
the spot light and truly outrun all his team mates as he
captures the top spot for the
standard category, the main
event of the competition for
another fun-filled action of
speed and accuracy.

FAST family and participants pose for a group photo after the shooting tournament.

These weekly fun shoots would not
be a success without the commitment
of Filipino Action Shooting Team
(FAST) officers and members. They
are being guided by no other than
Range Officer Wilbert Zingapan to
ensure the safety of all the participants
joining the competition.
“No Penalty” Scenario was a brilliant
creation of FAST Pres Ronil Garcia with
a lot of help from his buddy FAST
(Acting) Secretary Archie Cajucom, who
both came in early to set-up scenario
which will test the accuracy and speed of
each competitors. At the start of the fun
shoot, Cajucom stressed out to all the
competitors that safety was the priority of
both range and the organization and
briefed them with the scenario.
“No Penalty” scenario is different from
the rest of the scenarios that was made
before. The targets are laid in 3 different
sections, 4 targets on the left, 2 targets in

Hamoud Al-Sabah

Kenny

Abdelrahman Abubakar

Int’l Trot returns to Yonkers after 20 years
NEW YORK, Sept 23, (AP): The
International Trot returns after a 20year absence to Yonkers Raceway.
The raceway announced Tuesday
that 10 elite harness horses from various countries will compete Oct 10 for
the $1 million purse at 1-1/4 miles.

The field consists of BBS Sugarlight
(Norway); Bee a Magician (Canada);
Creatine (US); Mosaique Face
(Sweden); Natural Herbie (US); Oasis
Bi (Italy); On Track Piraten (Sweden);
Papagayo E (Norway); Rod Stewart
(Italy); and Timoko (France).

The Yonkers half-mile oval last hosted
the event in 1995, won by Sweden’s His
Majesty. The purse equals the richest in
Yonkers history. The race debuted at
Roosevelt Raceway in 1959. Raceway
President Timothy Rooney calls it a “signature New York race”.

eral competitions did not hesitate to take
on this challenge and has given his very
best to capture another title. He has set
the record for highest hits in Alpha and
fastest time as he finished the course in
29.69 seconds and collected 17 Alpha
with 3 Charlie for a perfect shoot and
took 3.1660 hit factor. Archie Cajucom
settled for 2nd place, he had a good run
tonight but not enough to beat the 1st
place, he completed the course in 30.25
seconds and collected 9 Alpha, 8 Charlie,
and 1 Delta with 2 Mikes for 1.6529 hit
factor.
Completing the “Tough 3” line-up was
Ashley Grayston, who maintained his
current position like last week, he completed the course in 44.01 seconds and
collected 12 Alpha, 7 Charlie and 1 Mike
for 1.6133 hit factor, he could easily get
2nd place if was not for that lonely Mike
he had on his scorecard and a 0.0396 hit
factor.
Taking the last spot, another shooter
who had busy schedules at work finally
found time and participated tonight was
Abdelrahman “Abz” Abubakar, he had
suffered several gun jams along the
course that has given him a longer time
than the usual as he finished with 94.47
seconds and collected 13 Alpha, 2
Charlie, 1 Delta and 4 Mikes for 0.3387
hit factor.
Since there are only 4 shooters who
participated in the Standard Category, the
above results has given Al-Awadhi,
Cajucom, Grayston and Abubakar to
maintain their current positions while
Isidro, Al-Shatti, Al-Habib and Zhou did
not compete tonight.
Professional Category
In the Professional Category, a backto-back with for Sr Chief Instructor Eric
Ragma who showed everyone that this
scenario is just as easy as last week, it was
another best performance tonight and
proved that he is still one of the best
shooters to reckon with as he set another
high hitting Alpha with 14 Alpha and 6
Charlie for another perfect shoot under
22.43 seconds for 3.9233 hit factor that
gave him 1st place.
Ali Al-Kandari, who missed last week
took 2nd place tonight as he put on 13
Alpha, 1 Bravo and 6 Charlie but he had
a penalty for hitting a “No-Shoot” target.

He finished the course in 24.47 seconds
for 3.1058 hit factor. Unsatisfied with his
1st attempt, he took another run. On his
2nd attempt, he completed the course in
25.13 seconds and collected 16 Alpha, 1
Charlie, 2 Delta and 1 Mike for 2.9845 hit
factor.
As he really enjoyed tonight’s scenario, 2 attempts is not enough as he took
on another one and this time, he finally
nailed everything as he completed the
course in 25.35 seconds and collected 17
Alpha and 3 Charlie for a perfect shot
with 3.7081 hit factor.
Completing the “Tough 3” line-up
was Faisal Al-Zaid, another shooter who
is busy from his work schedules had the
time to participate in tonight shooting as
he proves that he still had the touch and
speed for setting the fastest time at 21.46
seconds for the Prof Category and collected 14 Alpha, 3 Charlie, 2 Delta and 1
Mike for 2.8425 hit factor. He could
have taken the 1st place if it was not for
his miss and 1 penalty as he hit the barricade.
Although he had a good score on his
1st attempt, this does not stop him to take
on another turn. On his 2nd attempt, he
finished the course in 21.95 seconds and
hit all the alphabets this time as he collected 11 Alpha, 2 Bravo, 3 Charlie, 3
Delta and 1 Mike. He also hit another noshoot barricade that gave him 2.4146 hit
factor.
On 4th place, Mohammed Al-Sadoon,
one of the shooters who had a perfect shot
but not enough to put him on top as he
finished the course in 31.07 seconds. He
collected 13 Alpha, 5 Charlie and 2 Delta
for 2.6392 hit factor. He took another run

on the course, this time, he put a little
speed on his run as he completed the
course in 24.38 seconds but took on 1
Mike together with 10 Alpha, 7 Charlie
and 2 Delta for 2.5841 hit factor.
Omar Al-Ansari completes the “Magic
5” line-up tonight as he finished the
course in 23.05 seconds and collected 7
Alpha, 9 Charlie, 2 Delta and 2 Mikes for
1.9089 hit factor and falls behind from
2nd place last week to 5th place.
Completing the positive score line-up
and on 6th place tonight is no other than
Daniel Marjanovic who completed the
course in 31.82 seconds and collected 11
Alpha, 5 Charlie, 3 Delta and 1 Mike with
1 No-Shoot for 1.6656 hit factor.
While we have several professional
shooters that did not cross the positive
scores tonight are, FAST Pres Ronil
Garcia, who had suffered gun jam for the
3rd time in a row and had several hits on
the no-shoot that really puts him a victim
of his own petard. Aside from Garcia,
Humoud Al-Sabah and Wilfredo
“Willie” Santos are several shooters that
hit several no shoot targets that put them
under the red line. With the above
results, the shooters that maintained
their current ranks are Ragma, AlAnsari, Al-Kandari, Al-Sadoon and
Marjanovic while and Garcia, Al-Sabah
and Santos found themselves at the bottom list respectively.
Meanwhile, FAST officials had
announced that all newcomers and members wishing to participate in the weekly
shoots should come to the range ahead of
time for a “dry run” over the course. The
aim of this dry run is to ensure the newcomers safety as well as that of all those
present at the range.
Those newcomers who fail to turn up
for this dry run will not be allowed to take
part in the actual competition. On the
other hand, FAST officials would like to
invite everyone on Tuesday evenings to
the weekly fun shoot competitions at
18:00 hrs.

SHOOTING
the middle and another 4 targets on the
right. Each sections are separated by
charge lines where they can only engage
the targets inside the charge lines. All the
targets are heavily covered by barricades
and walls and the shooter will have to
move from within distance to engage the
targets.
At the start, where gun is in Condition
2, the shooter will start either the left or
right side with both hands on the wall. 4
targets are behind the wall, on an audible
sound, the shooter will draw the gun and
rack then engage the targets. Four targets
are behind the wall, 2 on each side of the
wall which will be visible once the
shooter steps back and lean on the right
or left. The shooter should avoid hitting
the barricades, no shoot targets, stepping
out of the charge line and crossing the
yellow charge line, once they engage 4
targets, they have to go around the tires
and go to the middle section where another 2 targets are hanged.
Last 4 targets are set-up as the same
they are in mirror-image of the right section. The shooter has to remember that
they need to go around the tires to go to
the next station. Targets are to be engaged
in the proper station. The aim of the game
is that every shooter should avoid all the
penalty but aim perfectly and move as
fast to get a perfect shoot.
An aggregate scoring method is used to
calculate the final score for each competitor with a bullet in Alpha earning 5
points, while in Bravo and Charlie bring
3 points and Delta 1 point. The time taken
to complete the shoot plays a major part
in the standing as the total score is divided by the time taken over the course to get
the result. Although the course seems to
look easy as several shooters come home
with a perfect shoot, some shooters find
themselves with a lot of penalties due to
missed shot or procedural error that
results in a deduction of 10 points for
each infringement. The shooter can also
be disqualified if he violates the gun safety handling rules. The shooter can elect to
do another run or more but as a rule, only
the first attempt of the competition will
be considered final.
Standard Category
Saleh Al-Awadhi who had missed sev-

❑

Faisal Al-Zaid

❑

❑

For details, on all FAST activities,
contact FAST President Ronil Paul
Garcia on 6636-8018 and VicePresident Cesar Isidro on 9953-0301
or look us up on Facebook “FAST Kuwait”.

