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‘Moscow risks provoking revenge’

Support for Putin’s bombing campaign among Syrians in Russia
MOSCOW, Oct 17, (AFP): From far
away in his adopted homeland of Russia,
Syrian Wail Dzhinid has watched approvingly as President Vladimir Putin’s bombing campaign in his war-torn native country has unfolded on his television screen.
Dzhinid, who has lived in Moscow for
over two decades and has a Russian wife
and two sons, says Moscow’s airstrikes in
Syria are “very good” and help the Syrian
people rather than the Kremlin’s ally
President Bashar al-Assad.
While vast numbers of Syrians have
embarked on the dangerous voyage to
seek safety in the European Union, those
in the small community living in Russia
mostly have longstanding diplomatic or
family ties to the country.
And like the government in their new
home, many of them are staunch support-

Elections for
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The same scenario applies to Egypt at the
moment.
In all fairness, the nation of Egypt is
the sole beneficiary of elections, which
for the first time, are conducted away
from intelligence or presidential lobbying. This is the turning point for a strong
modern country powered by popular
willpower in the face of intrigues to push
her into the quagmire of chaos to the
detriment of the entire Arab world.

Kuwaiti clubs
Continued from Page 1
World Cup and 2019 Asian Cup qualifying campaign and are scheduled to play
again on Nov 17 away in Myanmar.
The AFC Cup final will be held in the
Tajikistan capital Dushanbe on Oct 31
and will see a new name and nationality
lift the trophy.
Kuwaiti clubs have dominated the second tier regional tournament of late, winning the last three editions and making
the finals of the previous six.
Al-Kuwait’s three titles make them the
most successful AFC Cup team in the
tournament’s 12-year history. Their last
title came in 2013 when they beat AlQadsia in the final.
Meanwhile, the Public Authority for
Sports and Youth (PAYS) has held the
Kuwait Football Association (KFA) and
its chairman Talal Al-Fahad responsible
for the FIFA’s decision to suspend
Kuwaiti sports activities with immediate
effect.
The PAYS said in a statement that the
KFA and its chairman should live up to
their due national role in defending
Kuwait’s sports reputation by means of
taking legal action in order to make the
FIFA change its mind.
It also criticized Kuwaiti executive
officials at the FIFA for having failed to
do something to withhold this decision,
reminding them that they had only
assumed their executive posts through the
State’s support.
It further urged Kuwaiti sports clubs to
shoulder the task of defending Kuwaiti
athletes’ rights by taking a clear-cut attitude towards both KFA and FIFA.
Furthermore, the PAYS lashed out at
the FIFA’s decision as being “totally
unfair and arbitrary”, lamenting that it
came at a time when talks were still being
held by the Kuwaiti delegation, led by
Minister of Information and Minister of
State for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman
Sabah Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah, and
the International Olympic Committee
(IOC) over the Kuwaiti sports situation.
However, the PAYS vowed that it
would spare no effort to take appropriate
moves in order to keep local sports activities going on, and to address any attempt
to undermine Kuwait’s sports reputation.
The FIFA earlier on Friday suspended
Kuwait Football Association (KFA) with
immediate effect, banning any team from
Kuwait to take part in any international
event.
On Sept 25th, the FIFA warned the
Kuwaiti Football Association that it
would slap a ban on the country’s participation in international soccer events as
of Oct 15, unless Kuwait amended the
local sports laws and rendered them compatible with international regulations.

‘Beware of
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road that might be caused by strong
winds, and follow safety precautions and
rules while driving, Interior Ministry’s
Public Relations and Security Media
Department said in a press statement
Saturday.
The ministry also urged citizens and
residents to not hesitate in calling the
emergency line (112) for any humanitarian, traffic, and security aid.
Meanwhile, KFSD confirmed, in a
statement, that all land and sea fire stations in the country are currently on high
alert for any emergency, urging the public
to call (112) for any assistance. (KUNA)

Saudi Shiites
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Nasema al-Sada, an activist from
Eastern Province, said volunteers had set
up checkpoints at the entrances to places
of worship in coordination with authorities since the start of Ashura.
Residents of Dammam, a city where
Shiites are not allowed to build places of
worship, come to Saihat to attend regular
sermons during Ashura, said Sada.
Witnesses said the meeting hall,
known as a husseiniya, and an adjacent
mosque were both targeted in Friday’s
shooting.
“We demand more protection and a
law that would criminalise sectarianism,”
said Sada. “We are living in a place made
out of paper, which could catch fire any
minute.”

low her to Russia.
“Russia risks provoking revenge,” said
25-year-old Rana, who lives with relatives. “Are there guarantees that the terrorists won’t want payback from the
Russians and organise attacks here?”
Khasan Khater, who came from
Damascus in 2012 with his family and
$500 in his pocket, said he fled the conflict here only due to his dual nationality.
Even as a fluent Russian speaker, he has
faced his share of difficulties.
“In Europe the government offers help,
and in Russia people are on their own, the
government puts up barriers so that people don’t come,” he said.
The 35-year-old engineer who has a
Syrian father and Russian mother has
worked in real estate development, helped
design Moscow’s subway stations, and

eventually opened a bar in the city centre.
“The stereotype of Russia is that it’s an
unfriendly country that is intolerant and
aggressive, both in its weather and its
treatment of people,” he said.
There is no love lost between him and
the Russian bureaucracy seeking bribes
and stalling business with red tape, but
Khater completely supports the Kremlin’s
campaign as well, saying the more forces
join up in fighting IS the better.
“If Europe, America, Russia, China
start dealing with (militants) it will only
be better,” he said. At the same time, he
criticised the West for differentiating
between the jihadists and moderate opposition. “Anybody who is opposed to the
government is a militant who can switch
allegiances at any moment: they fight
where the money is better,” he said.

Yemen invited to fresh round
of UN-brokered peace talks

has been under siege by fighters of the
Islamic State group.
If the army secures the airbase, it could
be used by Russia planes — currently flying out of the Hmeimim base in Latakia
province on the Mediterranean coast —
to launch strikes, the Observatory said.
Russian Prime Minister Dmitry
Medvedev said Saturday that Russia is
fighting for its national interests in Syria,
not for President Bashar al-Assad.
“Of course we are not fighting for specific leaders, we are defending our
national interests, on the one hand,”
Medvedev said in an interview to air on
state television.
“And secondly, we have a request from
the lawful authorities (of Syria). That is
the basis we are working on,” he said,
quoted on the government website.
Medvedev said Russia in Syria is
defending itself against the threat of
Islamist extremists coming to its own
country. “The president said this: it’s
obvious that if we don’t destroy these
terrorists there, they will come to
Russia.”
Medvedev said that it did not matter to
Russia who heads Syria in the future, as
long as it is not the Islamic State jihadist
group.
“We don’t want IS to head Syria ... It
should be civilised, legitimate authorities,” he said.
“Who will lead Syria should be decided by the Syrian people,” Medvedev said.
Nevertheless he added that currently
Russia is “working on the basis that
Assad is the legitimate president.”
Moscow this week expressed outrage
that the United States declined to host a
Russian delegation on Syria led by
Medvedev. “I think this is stupid behaviour,” Medvedev said. “As a result of
such decisions or a refusal to hold talks,
the Americans just demonstrate their
weakness.”
Medvedev said that the US operation
in Syria had “practically zero” impact on
IS and “only Russia’s intervention
changed the situation.”
Meanwhile, around 200 people
demonstrated in Moscow on Saturday
against Russia’s campaign of air strikes
in Syria, with one protester arrested by
police.
The rally by people mainly in their 50s
and 60s in a small central park passed off
amid tight security as the authorities
threw up a strong security cordon.
The demonstrators oppose Moscow’s
decision to carry out air strikes which
began targeting assorted Syrian rebel
groups on Sept 30.
One opposition party, Solidarnost, had
called for a protest — but the majority of
those who showed up wore pacifist
badges rather than any suggesting political allegiance.
Less than an hour into the demonstration, police arrested a woman waving a
banner reading “Putin assassin, don’t
bring shame on Russia,” and bundled her
into a van.

ers of Assad and echo the Kremlin’s talking points on the conflict.
Since Sept 30, Russian jets and warships have launched strikes on Assad’s
request against what Moscow says are
Islamic State jihadists and other “terrorist” groups.
But countries taking part in the US-led
coalition against IS have accused Putin of
seeking to wipe out moderate opposition
and say the move to support Assad will
only fuel the conflict.
But Dzhinid, speaking to AFP in his
Moscow home, complete with Middle
Eastern style furnishings and a photo
showing him shaking hands with Assad,
insisted: “People (in Syria) are very
happy, they are glad that Russians have
finally agreed to help.”
Sometimes wiping away tears when

talking about the war, Dzhinid, who heads
the Syrian Association in Russia, and his
wife Roxana wholeheartedly embrace
Assad’s view that no armed opposition to
the regime is moderate and all should be
destroyed along with the jihadists.
“Some people don’t understand why
Putin spends taxpayers’ money (on Syria
strikes),” said Roxana. “You think Syria is
somewhere far away? No, it’s very close.
And when these people will be here cutting you up, you will sing a different
tune.”
Syria’s diaspora in Russia is estimated
to number around 40,000, small compared to some countries but reflecting ties
that go back to close relations between the
Soviet authorities and Assad’s father
Hafez, whom he succeeded as president.
The Soviet Union struck a landmark

security accord with Syria in 1980, which
Russian officials now say gives a legal
path for Moscow to send its airforce to the
country to aid Assad’s troops on the
ground.
Though the Dzhinid family habitually
travelled to Syria, where they have a
home near Hama, these trips have become
more dangerous.
“Each time we go there, bombs fall just
several metres from the house,” said
Roxana. “Every day we watch funerals.”
Despite the ties between the nations,
very few of the more than four million
Syrians who have fled the nearly five-year
conflict have chosen to head for Russia.
One young Christian Syrian woman
who arrived in August said she now
feared Moscow’s involvement in the war
meant the violence could eventually fol-

Airstrikes mistakenly kill 20 troops
RIYADH, Oct 17, (Agencies):
The Yemeni government has
been invited to take part in a
new round of UN-brokered
talks with rebels to end the
country’s seven-month-old
conflict, spokesman Rajih
Badi said Saturday.
“We have received an invitation from
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, via
his envoy Ismail Ould Cheikh Ahmed, to
hold a new round of consultations with
the Houthis and (rebel-allied former
strongman) Ali Abdullah Saleh to implement UN Resolution 2216,” Badi told
AFP.
The announcement comes two days
after UN Deputy Secretary General Jan
Eliasson said he hoped new talks between
the Yemeni government and Iran-backed
Houthi rebels could start this month
despite “deep distrust” between the warring parties.
Badi said that “until now, there has
been no agreement on the venue or a specific date” for the consultations.
But he told the pro-government news
agency sabanew.net that the government
will “officially respond to the UN invitation within the next 48 hours”.
Resolution 2216 calls for the withdrawal of rebel forces from territories
they have captured and for them to lay
down their arms.
President Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi
has held talks with Ban in past days to
discuss “preparation for consultations to
end the bloodshed”, sabanew.net reported.
Around 4,500 civilians have been
killed in the conflict since March.
A first attempt to hold peace talks in
Geneva in June between the pro-government forces and Houthi rebels collapsed
without the warring parties even sitting
down in the same room.
Last month, Hadi’s government
backed away from UN-sponsored talks
that were to be held in Oman, insisting
the rebels first withdraw from territory
they have seized.
The Houthis overran the capital Sanaa
unopposed in September 2014 and went
on to battle for control of several regions,
aided by renegade troops loyal to Saleh.
In July, loyalist forces backed by a
Saudi-led Arab coalition evicted the
rebels from five southern provinces, and
they have since set their sights on Sanaa.
Hundreds of Sudanese troops arrived
Saturday in the southern port city of Aden
“to take part in the coalition’s operations
and secure the city”, Yemeni security
officials told AFP.
Sudan is part of the coalition backing
the internationally-recognised Hadi, but
so far Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates have contributed the bulk of
forces.
The official WAM news agency published a UAE armed forces statement
saying that an Emirati soldier, Hadef
Hameed al-Shamsi, taking part in the
coalition operations in Yemen has been
killed.
“Gunmen shot dead an Emirati who
came out of an armoured vehicle to buy a
sandwich from a shop” in Aden, a security official in Aden told AFP.
The UAE has lost 68 soldiers fighting
as part of the coalition.
Meanwhile, airstrikes from the Saudiled coalition targeting Yemen’s Shiite
Houthi rebels mistakenly struck a progovernment military encampment, killing
at least 20 fighters and wounding another
20 in the latest instance of friendly fire in
the anti-rebel camp, security officials said
Saturday.
The fighters had just wrestled the
encampment from the Houthis in the
southern Taiz province when airstrikes
hit them, pro-government security officials said.
“They thought the Houthis were still
there,” one pro-government security official told The Associated Press.
Ground commanders have repeatedly
complained of slow communication with
military leadership in Riyadh, the officials added.
“People are angry. And these attacks
will only make us more attached to our
rituals,” she said.
“They can’t stop us from practising our
beliefs.”
Security has been tightened at Shiite
institutions since May, when suicide
bombings at two mosques claimed by IS
killed 25 people.
During Ashura last year, gunmen killed
seven Shiite worshippers, including chil-

Lightning strikes in the sky over Kuwait City before a sandstorm hits the country on Oct 17. (AFP)

dren, in the eastern town of Al-Dalwa.
The interior ministry said the unprecedented incident had links to IS, which has
also targeted police.
The Gulf Cooperation Council issued a
statement Saturday saying it “strongly
condemns the terrorist attack”, which it
described as a “horrific crime”.
Saudi Arabia and its Gulf neighbours
last year joined a US-led military coalition that is bombing IS in Syria and Iraq,
where the jihadists have set up an Islamic
“caliphate”.
In July, Saudi Arabia said it had broken
up an IS-linked network and arrested
more than 430 suspects involved in
attacks and plots.
Earlier Friday, Saudi Arabia’s top cleric, Grand Mufti Abdulaziz al-Sheikh,
branded IS as an enemy of Islam.
“The reality is that they are shedding
Muslim blood and destroying Islam.
There is no good in them,” he said during
weekly prayers in Riyadh.
Meanwhile, Bahrain strongly condemned the terrorist attack that targeted a
mosque in the eastern city of Saihat in the
province of Qatif in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, claiming a number of innocent lives and injuring many others,
Bahrain News Agency (BNA) said on
Saturday.
“Bahrain offered profound condolences to the Saudi leadership, relatives
of the victims, and the Saudi people,
wishing speedy recovery to those injured
as a result of this terrorist attack that violates Islamic teachings and contravenes
all human values and ethics,” BNA quoted Ministry of Foreign Affairs statement.
“The Kingdom of Bahrain expresses
confidence that such acts will never succeed in splitting, making any rift or dispute among Saudi nationals, thanks to the
wisdom and determination of the
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, and
the Saudi citizens who are aware of the
vicious plots and conspiracies aiming to
undermine security and sow abhorrent
sectarian rift across Arab and Islamic
worlds.” Bahrain reaffirmed its unwavering solidarity with the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia and its support to all measures it
takes to consolidate security and stability
all over its territories, as well as cooperation with Saudi Arabia efforts in order to
eradicate all forms and types of plague of
terrorism, the ministry added.
“The Kingdom of Bahrain highly commends the practical and unmistakable
Saudi efforts to consolidate regional and
international security and peace with
effective pragmatic initiative to overcome all challenges and crises that are
facing the region and the international
community including violence and terrorism.”
GCC Secretary-General Abdullatif AlZayani Saturday strongly condemned the
“terrorist” attack that hit Saihat city, east
of Saudi Arbia, Friday, leaving several
civilians dead and injured.
In a press statement, Al-Zayani
described the incident as a “terrible
crime” that runs counter to all moral and
humanitarian values.
He affirmed GCC countries’ support
for Saudi Arabia in measures taken to

maintain the safety and security of its citizens and residents on its soil.
He expressed his trust in the sufficiency of Saudi Arabia’s security apparatuses
in uncovering the circumstances of this
“cowardly and terrorist” act and bringing
terrorists and their supporters to justice.
Al-Zayani offered his condolences to
the Saudi government and the families of
victims, hoping the injured a speedy
recovery.

Iraq forces
Continued from Page 1
Iraqi forces, including thousands of
fighters from the Popular Mobilisation
organisation dominated by Tehranbacked Shite militias, were still battling
IS in and around Baiji Saturday.
They were also securing Sinniya, a
nearby town which commands access to
the road leading to the western Anbar
province, where thousands more forces
were closing in on the capital Ramadi.
Further west along the Euphrates, Iraqi
troops backed by Sunni tribal fighters and
US-led coalition strikes were fighting to
retake the town of Baghdadi.
Iraqi forces’ recaptured the IS stronghold of Tikrit, 160 kms (100 miles) north
of Baghdad in April.
The government then lost its last
foothold in Ramadi, west of Baghdad, in
mid-May.
Anti-IS operations, slowed by searing
summer temperatures, had since focused
mainly on training and disrupting IS supply lines rather than territorial reconquest.
Mosul, Iraq’s second city and the
Islamic State group’s largest hub, is
around 125 kms north of Zawiyah.
As Iraqi forces marched past Baiji,
there were several reports of residents
fleeing their IS-held villages to meet the
pro-government forces or turning against
the jihadists.
Residents of Sharqat, north of
Zawiyah, told AFP that a man who had
two relatives executed by IS since the
jihadists took over his town last year,
opened fire on IS members and killed
five before being shot dead himself.
Hundreds of fighters from Sunni tribes
opposed to IS are involved in the
Salaheddin operation.

conducting ballistic missiles tests.
Resolution 2231, which was adopted a
few days after Iran struck the July 14
landmark nuclear deal with world powers, bars Iran from developing missiles
“designed to carry nuclear warheads”.
The nuclear deal reached with Britain,
China, France, Germany, Russia and the
United States aims to limit Iran’s nuclear
program in return for lifting international
sanctions. Iran insists it has no plans to
develop atomic weapons.
Zarif told the news conference that
“nuclear weapons have no place in the
military doctrine of Iraq” and said that
the missile programme of the Islamic
republic does not violate UN resolutions.

Resolve
The nuclear deal between Iran and the
world powers is “an opening for further
diplomatic endeavours” to resolve the
conflicts in the Middle East, the German
foreign minister said in Tehran Saturday.
“This region needs more diplomacy,
not less” said Frank-Walter Steinmeier,
pointing to the conflicts in Syria, Yemen
and Iraq, according to the text of a speech
he delivered.
“We need and we are ready to discuss
these questions with Iran”, Steinmeier
said, encouraging Tehran to “play a constructive role in the international community toward its neighbours in the region.”
“Peaceful solutions never depend on
one player and that’s why my voyage
does not stop here,” said the German
minister, who will travel to Iran’s great
regional rival, Saudi Arabia, on Sunday.
Acknowledging that there are “many
question marks regarding Iran’s intentions in the region and plenty of suspicion,” he said Tehran, even if it finds
them “unfair and unfounded ... should not
ignore but address them constructively.”
Speaking at a joint press conference,
Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad
Javad Zarif said: “I believe that realism
has increased in the West about the
Syrian crisis and there are solutions on
which we can all come to an agreement.”
But he said foreign involvement
should “be aimed at resolving the crisis
and not to impose their own views on the
Syrian people.”

Syria army
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Iran rejects
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The US ambassador to the UN
Samantha Power on Friday said the missile launched by Iran is a “medium-range
ballistic missile inherently capable of
delivering a nuclear weapon”.
“This was a clear violation of UN
Security Council Resolution 1929,” she
said, echoing similar criticism from the
French foreign ministry, adding that the
US would seek action at the Security
Council.
Resolution 1929 prohibits Tehran from

He said that over the previous 24
hours, 17 rebels and eight pro-regime
fighters had been killed, while around
2,000 families had fled the fighting.
And according to Maamun al-Khatieb,
an activist in Aleppo, Russian warplanes
had carried out at least 80 air raids on the
area since Friday morning.
A US official said as many as 2,000
fighters from Iran and its regional allies
were supporting the army’s offensive in
coordination with Russia.
A Syrian military source said troops
had also advanced to within six kilometres (less than four miles) of Kweyris military airport, east of Aleppo city, which

Newswatch
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despite various solutions laid out to
prevent termination, such as annexing
the employees to another contract to
preserve their livelihood.
❑
❑
❑

KUWAIT CITY: Acting Director
General of Manpower Public
Authority Abdullah Al-Mutawtah
disclosed that the authority has issued
176,000 work permits since January
2015, indicating that a total of 60,551
Kuwaitis so far are working in the private sector, reports Aljarida daily.
He said the officials from the
National Manpower Inspection Unit
are carrying out their duties properly
by inspecting companies to ensure the
national workers registered under
those companies are actually working
for them.
Al-Mutawtah explained that the
steps taken by the unit as soon as they
discover a company is closed or does
not involve in activities for which it
was registered are based on the provisions of Law no. 6/2010. The unit will
continue to expose violating companies and plants by publishing their
names.
Regarding filling the vacant supervisory positions in Manpower Public
Authority especially after the approval
of budgets, he indicated that the
Human Resources Department has
been compiling lists of candidates eligible for these vacancies.
❑
❑
❑

MIAMI: Tropical Storm Olaf has
formed in the eastern Pacific ocean,
but currently poses no threat to land.
The US National Hurricane Center
in Miami said Friday night that Olaf
was located about 1,485 miles (2,385
kms) southwest of the southern tip of
Mexico’s Baja California peninsula.
The storm had maximum sustained
winds of 40 mph (65 kph) and was
moving west at 14 mph (22 kph).
Forecasters say strengthening is
likely and the storm could strengthen
into a hurricane by Sunday. (AP)

