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Sherman’s Lagoon — By J. P. Toomey

N E W

Y O R K

T I M E S

CROSSWORD

Mutts — By Patrick McDonnell

Hagar The Horrible — By Chris Browne

Beetle Bailey — By Mort Walker

Scratch pad

odds ’n’ ends

Garfield — By Jim Davis

Baby Blues — By Rick Kirkman & Jerry Scott

A woman walks with her dog on a catwalk
during an animal fashion show to celebrate
World Animal Day at a mall in Manila on Oct
4. The day began in Florence, Italy, in 1931
at a convention of ecologists, whose inten-

Conceptis Sudoku

Challenger

contract b r i d g e

The grid must be so completed that every row, column and
3x3 box has every digit from 1 to 9 inclusive.

By Steve Becker

DIRECTIONS:
Fill each square
with a number, one
through nine.
■ Horizontal
squares should add
to totals on right.
■ Vertical squares
should add to totals
on bottom.
■ Diagonal squares
through center
should add to total
in upper and lower
right.

Yesterday’s solution

THERE MAY BE
MORE THAN ONE
SOLUTION.

Answer to yesterday’s puzzle

tion was to highlight the plight of endangered species and Oct 4 was chosen as the
date because it is the feast day of nature
lover Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of
animals and the environment. (AFP)

Today’s 14 Minutes
7 Seconds
Your Working
Time __ Minutes
__ Seconds

Word by Word

Sight

Ain

Out of sight, out of mind
Baeed an ain, baeed an al bal

Numbers

6997

Six thousand nine hundred
and ninety-seven
Setat alaaf wa teso maah
wa sabah wa tesoun

KATHMANDU: Dozens of runners donned snow goggles and
braved icy temperatures to participate in the world’s highest
marathon in the foothills of Mount
Everest Monday, five months after
a 7.8-magnitude earthquake devastated Nepal.
The annual Tenzing-Hillary
Everest Marathon, which kicked
off in 2003, is usually held in May
to mark the anniversary of the first
conquest of Everest by Tenzing
Norgay and Edmund Hillary on
May 29, 1953.
But organisers postponed this
year’s race to October after a
massive earthquake hit the
Himalayan nation in April, killing
nearly 8,900 people and triggering
an avalanche on Everest base
camp that left 18 dead.
“We decided not to cancel the
race entirely because we wanted
to send a positive message about
Nepal to the world and help revive
our tourism industry,” organiser
Shikhar Pandey told AFP.
“Everest represents Nepal. We
want to tell the world that Nepal is
safe by successfully organising an
event like this,” he said. (AFP)
❑ ❑ ❑
ELK GROVE, California: A
Napa farmer won a Northern
California contest with a recordsetting 1,806-pound (820-kg)
pumpkin that judges nicknamed
“The Flying Saucer” because of its
wide and flat shape.
Grower Tim Mathison was one
of about 50 big pumpkin farmers
to haul their heaviest crops to the
annual weigh-in at the Elk Grove
Giant Pumpkin & Harvest Festival,
the Sacramento Bee reported
Sunday.
Most of the pumpkins entered
in Saturday’s contest were
grown in about 90 days, sometimes growing as fast as 30
pounds per day, said Brian
Myers,
chairman
of
the
California Pumpkin Growers
Association. There were about
half as many pumpkins entered
this year than in previous years,
largely due to what farmers said
were overly hot and suboptimal
growing conditions. (AP)
❑ ❑ ❑
HONG KONG: A rare drawing of
comic book hero Tintin by Belgian
cartoonist Hergi will be auctioned
in Hong Kong Monday as experts
say comic art is becoming as collectible as paintings.
The artwork is an illustration
from the cartoonist’s “The Blue
Lotus” book, published in 1936,
which sees Tintin and sidekick
Snowy the dog on an adventure in
Shanghai.
It is predicted to fetch up to
HK$13 million ($1.7 million).
Drawn in monochrome, it
shows Tintin being pulled along a
street in a rickshaw with a policeman looking on.
The drawing is the only original
from the book to remain in private
hands — the rest are in museums
— according to leading French
auction house Artcurial, which is
holding the sale. (AFP)

