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a digest of public opinion
‘GCC needs to tread cautiously’

‘Region hearing drums of war’

KUNA photo

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received on Monday at Seif
Palace National Security Apparatus Chairman Sheikh Thamer Ali Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah (above) and President of the
State Audit Bureau Adel Abdulaziz Al-Sarawi. (KUNA)

Focus on polio eradication,
worldwide ‘health security’
‘Buckle up to tackle infectious diseases’
By Cinatra Fernandes
Arab Times Staff

KUWAIT CITY, Oct 5: “A disease somewhere, can be a disease anywhere”, remarked
Mitch Wolfe, the US Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Global Affairs, as he stressed
the need for prevention, preparedness and
good response capabilities to tackle infectious

diseases that have become highly mobile with
advances in travel and transportation.
Dr Wolfe, who previously worked with the US Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention from 1998-2014, is
participating as an observer in the World Health
Organisation’s regional office for the Eastern
Mediterranean (EMRO) committee meeting in Kuwait,
being held from Oct 5-8, and is also meeting with Kuwaiti
counterparts in the health sector during his visit.

Key topics of the committee meeting include polio eradication, prevention and control of non-communicable diseases and global health
security, with a focus on implementation
of a international health regulations,
MERS-CoV and prevention of viral hepatitis.
Speaking to the press on the sidelines,
he elaborated on the cooperation in the
health sector between the two countries,
“The US and Kuwait have a very close
relationship in many different areas and
health is one we want to continue to build
on. We have had Kuwaiti doctors come to
the US to see how we do some things and
we have also had our doctors from the
Center of Disease Control and Prevention
come here. We have a lot of good technical experiences to share. We have a lot of
commonalities in health together that we
want to address and areas where we can
learn from each other.”
“Kuwait is putting together a NonCommunicable Disease strategy and that
is one area that we can work on very closely because of the similar problems affecting our populations”, he stated, also highlighting a specific focus of collaboration
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No parking, rush in halls

News in Brief

“I GUESS there are some parties
which are currently pushing the Arab
region towards limited wars to
destroy what remains of the Arab
countries without destroying the
mechanism of these wars, its equipments and modern technology,”
columnist, Constitutional Expert and
the Dean of Kuwait University’s
Faculty of Law Professor Dr
Mohammad Abdulmohsen AlMoqatei wrote for Al-Qabas daily
Monday.
“I think the United States of
America is strategically thinking of
this choice to boost its policy to
found a new, poor and divided
Middle East in a bid to easily instigate the countries in this part
of the world
against each
other
and
achieve what
Wa s h i n g t o n
aims for — the
security
of
Israel.
“For its part,
Iran has seemAl-Moqatei
ingly placed all
its potentials and wealth at the disposal of the Western, American and
Russian coalition, because were it not
for the coalition’s collaboration with
Tehran, the latter would not have
been in a position to impose its domination and control over Iraq.
“Not just that, without this coalition that has been woven in full confidentiality between the West, led by
the United States of America and Iran
the latter would have not been in a
position to cripple the political life of
a country like Lebanon, for instance.
“And without this coalition, Iran
with Hezbollah of Lebanon would
have never enjoyed an effective military presence in Syria — the existence in collaboration with the
regime of Bashar Al-Assad has led to
the murder and persecution of the
Syrians.
“This coalition has paved the way
for the direct Russian military intervention in Syria and this happened in
the wake of Iran incurring exorbitant
losses in addition to a bitter defeat by
the Syrian revolution.
“In the meantime, we say were it
not for the undeclared coalition
between the West and Iran, the latter
would not have dared to spread its
tentacles in Yemeni affairs which has
unleashed corruption and destruction
in Sana’a; and would not have carried
out its sabotage activities in the
Kingdom of Bahrain.
“Likewise, we believe Iran is not
innocent of what has occurred in the
State of Kuwait and the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia in this regard.
“Consequently in light of the
above, we have to realize that there
are some parties which are inflaming
the situation in the region to promote
wars in this part of the world and this
has become crystal clear by the way
the ‘foreign’ powers are beating the
drums of war in the region.
“Such being the case and unless we
realize the intentions of these parties
and work to foil their plots and objectives, we will not succeed in stopping
these limited but destructive wars.
“Therefore all Arab countries will
have no choice but to take every possible preventive, smart and swift
measure to deal with this reality. In
this context, we cite the decision that
was taken recently by the Kingdom
of Bahrain when Manama recalled its
ambassador in Tehran and expeller
Iran’s Charge d’Affaires to the
Kingdom by declaring him persona
non grata.
“Apart from the above, we refer to
the recent Yemeni government decision to sever diplomatic ties with
Iran.
“However, this means all Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) member
States must follow the example of the
Kingdom of Bahrain in this connection.
“On the other hand, these countries
are requested to review their economic and military ties with Russia for
the betterment of their nations and
stop in the tracks, the path that leads
to destruction of our countries and
our future.”
Also:
“All international and regional parties including those concerned and
those unconcerned except the Arab
League are seemingly involved at the
moment in the Syrian crisis, lest to
say their presence is felt in every
Syrian
territory,”
columnist
Abdurrahman Al-Awwad wrote for
Al-Sabah daily Monday.
“In other words, the Arab League
seems to be the sole ‘member’ absent
in terms of dealing with the Syrian
crisis. This happens although many
people were attaching hopes to this
regional organization to single-handedly handle this crisis or at least to be
‘the major player’.
“Recently, the Syrian crisis saw the
most dangerous development as the
country fights for survival in the form
of direct Russian military intervention in the crisis — the intervention
that has provoked most countries of
the world and as a result most heads
of governments have criticized this
intervention and called for ending it

as swiftly as possible.
“In this context, we cite a statement which has been attributed to the
British Prime Minister David
Cameron who has described the
Russian intervention as a gross mistake. He said the Russian support for
the ‘butcher’ of Syria Bashar AlAssad is a big sin for them (the
Russians) and the world at large. He
has hinted this shall help aggravate
the state of instability which currently prevails in the region.
“Apart from the above, the French
President Francois Hollande has
adopted the same attitude and this is
applicable also to the German
Chancellor Angela Merkel and the
US President Barack Obama.
“It is only the Arab League which
has remained silent in dealing with
the direct Russian military intervention in Syria to such an extent the
League has neither supported nor
opposed this intervention.
“But what is regretting indeed is to
see some Arab League member states
supporting this intervention while
others praising Moscow and some
others denouncing and condemning
it.”
❑
❑
❑
“For ten years it looks like the
Iranian pilgrims have been attempting to mess with the Hajj season in a
way that their behavior contradicts
with the sanctity of this ritual; sometimes they incite each other to organize demonstrations and sometimes
they carry posters to hurt the feelings
of other pilgrims or gathering in huge
numbers deliberately creating a sense
of congestion at the entrances and
exits in the sacred place, or creating
mess and chaos,” columnist,
Constitutional Expert and the Dean
of Kuwait University’s Faculty of
Law Dr Mohammad Al-Moqatei
wrote for Al-Qabas daily.
“There is no doubt that the incident which occurred in Mina leading
to the death of 769 pilgrims was a
painful incident. There are some who
said the cause was overcrowding of
the pilgrims, while others say it was
caused by the fact that there were no
exits along the bridge, and all these
versions need to be investigated and
necessary precautionary measures
taken especially with the increase of
the number of pilgrims every year.
“What really attracted the attention
to this incident was the fact that the
Iranians were behind this incident
since it has been pointed out that they
had gathered in large numbers moving towards Mina earlier than the
normal timing for pilgrims.
“It was even said that they were
given instructions to move against
the flow of the pilgrims which created confusion and the incident could
have been more catastrophic.
“We can see the way Iran is accusing Saudi Arabia that it is not able to
manage the Hajj season in an appropriate manner and if it is true that the
Iranian pilgrims were responsible for
this incident, what is required from
the Saudi authorities is to make a
firm decision concerning this issue
and also provide more facilities and
make improvements at these sacred
places.”
❑
❑
❑
“It looks like the Russians don’t
read history well since their
President has embarked on an adventure in Syria after the first adventure
ended in acceding part of Ukraine to
Russia without taking into consideration the agreements about respecting the borders between the two
countries,” columnist Mubarak
Mohammad Al-Hajiri wrote for AlRai daily.
“The behavior of the Russians
reminds us of the behavior of the
Americans who decided to cross
thousands of miles to conquer
Vietnam but this small country forced
America to trace back its footsteps
after defeating it not to mention the
losses suffered by America during
that war.
“Now Moscow is attempting to try
its luck in Syria which is ‘held
hostage’ by a tyrant regime and transformed it into a fertile ground for the
militant activity, a haven for other
terrorists and greedy criminals who
want to get something from this land
which is already soaked in the blood
of innocent people.
“Russia would never have the
audacity to enter Syria if it hadn’t got
the green light from the US which
allowed it to put its luggage of heavy
weaponry in Latakia. Of course it
will find a way to have access to
Syria in the pretext of combating terrorism in order to rescue Al-Assad’s
regime that is nearing its end.
“If we look deep at the definition
of the word terrorism, we will find it
exactly applies to Russia, and it is
enough as an example to refer to
Chechnya that was completely buried
by Boris Yeltsin followed by Putin,
which makes Chechnya the republic
of the ghosts.”
❑
❑
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“The widespread administrative
corruption and bribery in most governmental institutions, particularly
when completing transactions, as
well as the organized thefts against
the public funds inside and outside

Kuwait without any serious measures
being taken to retrieve the money or
control the thefts, make the Kuwaiti
citizens feel frustrated towards the
government,” Waleed Ibrahim AlAhmad wrote for Al-Rai daily.
“For example, we wonder why the
government is being silent about the
Dow Chemical case and the huge fine
the country had to pay due to the cancelation of the contract.
“Moreover, why is the government
silent about the final judicial verdicts
issued against the suspects involved
in the investments of London Office
even though the court sentenced them
to imprisonment and obligated them
to return the money?
“Arresting the suspects and obligating them to pay back the money
they stole from the public funds is
essential for stabilizing the country’s
economy and controlling crime.”
❑
❑
❑
“We no longer care much when we
read reports by international organizations that show year after year
deterioration of Kuwait’s human
rights development and economy,
which clearly means, Kuwait is moving very fast in the opposite direction
of the objectives desired by any given
nation in terms of development and
growth,” columnist Dr Mudhi
AbdulAziz Al-Hamoud wrote for AlQabas daily.
“This also means we are also heading in the opposite direction of HH
the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah AlAhmad’s vision of Kuwait becoming
a commercial and financial hub,
although the Ministry of Planning
and the Supreme Council for
Planning and Development had
worked hard to set a five-year plan
(2009-2010/2013-2014) to realize the
vision of HH the Amir.
“However, we ought to ask ourselves, what happened to us, and
what happened to Kuwait its development and growth. Everyone is asking and everyone is blaming, but no
one is making efforts to finding
answers for the questions.
“According to an article written by
AbdulAziz Abdallah and published
by Al-Qabas daily on Sept 29, 2015,
lack of government initiative to have
a proper bearing or rather lack of
proper leadership towards development and growth is the main sources
for this stagnation and retardation.
“Unfortunately, the MPs have
become the government’s tool. It is
time for the concerned officials to
grab the problem by the horns if we
really want the development wheel to
move forward.”
❑
❑
❑
“The Russian President Vladimir
Putin was raised up under the flag of
communism and he spent most of his
life believing in this doctrine and the
sanctity of the individual at the
expense of a group and the president
at the expense of the nation,” columnist Saleh Al-Shaiji wrote for AlAnba daily.
“From this double-faced and false
womb, Putin was born and he
absorbed the political principles from
Communism which was adopted by
the erstwhile Soviet Union from the
second decade of the 20th century
until it was dismantled at the end of
last century.
“Unfortunately, communism collapsed but not the communists.
Accordingly, it is not strange when
Putin declared in front of the world
that he will enter Syria to protect
Bashar Al-Assad.
“He did not interfere to protect
Syria or even the regime but he interfered to protect Al-Assad personally.”
❑
❑
❑
“Serial numbers announced by the
Assistant Undersecretary for Traffic
Affairs at the Ministry of the Interior
Major-General
Abdullah
AlMuhanna yesterday needs to be pursued and the offending vehicles carrying the Gulf number plates punished, because it gives rise to anxiety
and
panic,”
columnist
Abdulrahman Al-Awwad wrote for
Al-Sabah daily.
“He stated that intensive traffic
campaigns which were launched over
the past three months helped seize
102 offenders who had committed
192,130 traffic offenses worth KD
450,000.
“Major-General Al-Muhanna confirmed that the ministry will not tolerate at all to protect the prestige of
the country and respect for the law,
and that every violation will receive a
deterrent punishment, ‘whether the
vehicle license plate is Kuwaiti or
from a Gulf state’.
“We wish to take practical measures so that motorists abide by the
laws put in place by the DirectorateGeneral of Traffic Directorate without accepting interventions to ensure
the corrupt people do not escape the
law and bring us back to square one
again.
“We have thrown all our support
behind what measures have been
announced and confirmed by MajorGeneral Al-Muhanna, but we will
continue and wait to see the perpetrators receiving their due punishment
and act as a deterrent to others.”

— Compiled by Zaki Taleb

