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‘Kuwait keen on charitable
needs at times of disasters’
Arab environment officials meet in Cairo
CAIRO, Nov 19, (KUNA):
Director General and
Board Chairman of the
Environment
Public
Authority (EPA) Sheikh
Abdullah Ahmad AlSabah said here on
Thursday the State of
Kuwait has been eager to
secure the basic humanitarian needs of people
across the world in the
event of crises and disasters.
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EPA Director General Sheikh Abdullah during the 27th session of the Council of Arab
Environment Ministers.
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Al-Ghanim accompanied by Acting State Audit Bureau Adel Al-Sarawi meet Auditor
General of Mongolian National Audit.

Al-Ghanim meets Mongolia’s General Auditor
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq AlGhamin met Auditor General of
Mongolian National Audit Office Zangad
Ayur, at his office on Thursday.
Ayur, and his delegation, was accompanied by Acting State Audit Bureau Adel

Al-Sarawi.
Al-Ghanim also received Assistant
Foreign Minister for Americas Affairs
Reem Al-Khaled and New York Times
columnist and Pulitzer Prize winning
author Thomas Friedman. (KUNA)

IMF center, AFESD host NY Times columnist

Strong countries being stressed,
weaker ones blowing up: Friedman
By Cinatra Fernandes
Arab Times Staff
KUWAIT CITY, Nov 19: “Average is over for
every country”, stated Thomas Friedman, the
Pulitzer Prize Winning Author and columnist at
the New York Times, at a lecture organised by
the IMF Middle East Center for Economics and
Finance and the Arab Fund for Economic and
Social Development, on Wednesday evening.
Friedman stressed that in the world today,
strong countries are being stressed and the weaker ones are blowing up. “The new divide in the
world is no longer north, south, east, west but
between order and disorder.” Outlining the core
ideas of his new book, ‘Thank you for being late’
in his talk, he focused on how countries, in particular in the Arab world, could cope with a
world that is moving fast on account of mutually
reinforcing forces in the realm of globalization,
the digital revolution, and
climate change.
“In the beginning of the
21st century, the world
experienced the greatest
technological inflection
point since Gutenberg
invented the printing
press”,
remarked
Friedman, stressing that
the digital revolution we
are experiencing right now
is monumental to history
Friedman
and more importantly also
marked with unprecedented exponential growth.
While the first machine age, marked by the
invention of the steam engine, was a complement
to human labour, the second machine age which
we are currently in, is built on Moore’s law, an
observation that the speed and power of
microchips doubles every 24 months and price
falls 50 percent. Thus, machines now do not
complement to human labour but are a substitute
for it.
Among the manifold implications of the surge
of technology, Friedman shares that it is an
opportune time to be a maker, “If you want to
make something now as an individual, you can
rent time, space, and tools off the cloud for pennies on the dollar and you can start a company
and make anything from anywhere for a price
point and the power tools that were unimaginable
a decade ago.” Another significant development
has been the end of guesswork. “Intuition is so
20th century”, he declared, pointing to how big
data is replacing intuition today.

Leader
Friedman opined that it is a hard time to be a
leader in the fast world of today as every leader
now has to be in a two way conversation. The
days of top-down demand and control, one way
conversations are over and bottom to up conversations are too chaotic. The key position for leadership is leading from the middle.
The implications on the job market are important. 47 percent of jobs will be automated over
the next few decades and high wage middle
skilled jobs will be over. He explained that every
middle class job is now being pulled in three
directions —the upward direction which requires
more skill, the outward direction which implies a
push to mechanise or outsource and the downward direction that entails becoming obsolete.
Education has to mirror and enable the changing needs of the job market and evolve to
respond and tackle these areas. He shared his
view that the highest paying jobs today are not
merely STEM jobs but STEM-pathy jobs that
combine computing, knowledge skills and
human empathy. Occupations that require strong
social skills have grown more than others since

1980, according to research and consistent wage
growth in seen in those that require cognitive and
social skills.
Thus, there is a huge premium on young people who are self motivated. Every new entrant
into the job market must now be entrepreneurial
and innovation ready, as times have changed
from having to ‘find a job’ to ‘invent a job’, and
advancement at the workplace involves re-engineering that job.
He concluded his lecture with five pieces of
advice. First, to think like a new immigrant i.e. a
paranoid optimist who pursues his passion and
every opportunity with more grit, persistence and
energy than the rest. Second, to be artisanal in
terms of carving a unique initial in one’s work
through the human capital brought into it. Third,
to always be a work in progress with a mindset of
constantly re-learning, re-tooling, and re-engineering oneself. He stressed that a high passion
quotient coupled with a high curiosity quotient
will always trump a high intelligence quotient.
Lastly, it is vital to be relentlessly entrepreneurial.
Friedman also discussed the destabilizing consequences on the earth’s ecosystem of the rapid
growth of carbon in the atmosphere as well as
deforestation due to rapid population growth and
short-sighted policies. He shared that globally
environmental stresses were coming into politics
and warned that as Kuwait is a coastal country
with its big cities based on the coastline, it is
exposed to the risks associated with climate
change.

Challenges
Friedman then discussed the implications of
these challenges for the Arab world. In the area
of globalization, he emphasized the pressing
imperative of removing impediments to trade
and the flow of ideas, enabling the development
of the private sector, and diversifying their production base especially for oil-producing countries. Regarding the challenge of the digital revolution, Friedman underscored the role of education reform in equipping new generations of
graduates and workers with new skills, and
strengthening an aptitude for continual and flexible learning. On the ecological front, he discussed ways in which the Arab countries, especially the Arab Gulf countries, could prepare for
and temper the economic and social impact of
heat and humidity waves that are forecast to pose
a serious threat to outdoors human life in the new
Arab generation’s lifetime.
In the lively Q&A session that followed,
Friedman shared that ownership is necessary for
changing the status quo and self sustaining. He
opined that the digital divide is basically over and
we are rapidly approaching universal Internet
and online connectivity believing the real divide
to be motivational. In contrast, he remarked in
this fast pace, sometimes the old and slow matters more, and all the stuff you can’t download is
valued more. He urged leaders to cast high
expectations on people and nurture them for best
results. CEF Director Oussama Kanaan indicated that the symposium, hosted at the Arab Fund’s
Headquarters, is the second event in its new
series organized by the CEF and the Arab Fund
aimed at stimulating discussion on timely economic issues that are of special interest to the
public and policymakers in Kuwait and the wider
Arab community.
He stressed that the Arab World is now at a
historic juncture at which several countries are
facing serious difficulties on many fronts on
account of intensified conflict and sectarian
strife, as well as antiquated or weakening institutions that are reinforcing long-standing economic challenges reflected in rising unemployment,
poverty and income inequality.

Addressing the 27th session
of the Council of Arab
Environment Ministers, which
kicked off here earlier in the
day, Sheikh Abdullah said
Kuwait’s
humanitarian
response stems from commitment to humanitarian goals and
values and international law.
“The State of Kuwait is also
acting in this context in line with
a strategy purposed to make fasttrack response by means of harnessing necessary resources in
an efficient and effective manner,” he said.
Kuwait is interested in the
provision of humanitarian and
relief aid regardless of race, religion, nationality or political
affiliation, the senior Kuwaiti
environmental official added.
“And that’s why the United
Nations (UN) had to honor His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
with the ‘Humanitarian Leader’
title,” he said, referring to His
Highness the Amir’s great role in
this vital role.
Sheikh Abdullah hoped that
this gathering would come up
with recommendations and resolutions that could contribute to
the promotion of the Arab strategy purposed to reduce the risks
and perils of disasters.
The 27th session of the
Council of Arab Environment
Ministers kicked off IN CAIRO
on Thursday, focusing on vistas
for cooperation in the fields of
environment and sustainable
development.
In a keynote speech during the
meeting, Assistant SecretaryGeneral of the Arab League for
Economic Affairs Mohammed AlTuwaijri said the council would
discuss a host of key environment,
economic and social issues.
The Council would also assess
the implementation of resolutions adopted during Arab and
international sustainable development conferences, he added.
International agreements and
conventions bearing on environment, desertification, biodiversity, chemicals substances and
toxic waste are also to be considered during the gathering, he
pointed out.
On his part, Secretary-General
of the Arab League Nabil AlAraby called on Arab countries
to exert more concerted efforts
in order to address climate
change and relevant serious
reflections on regional sustainable development.
Climate change should not be
allowed to have negative
impacts on Arab development
blueprints aiming to provide the
Arab people with a decent life,
Al-Araby said.
This gathering comes at a time
when the entire Arab region is
facing various crises, he said,
warning of the effects of growing terrorism on sustainable
development in the Arab region.
The Arab League’s chief
stressed the necessity of taking
long-term measures and arrangements to further promote and
beef up integration among all
Arab countries with a view to
fulfilling development goals and
providing necessary funding to
environmental
development
projects and pushing forward
scientific research.

‘Certificate from
Anti-Corruption
Authority needed’
KUWAIT CITY, Nov 19:
Civil Service Commission
(CSC) has demanded judges,
employees
of
Public
Prosecution,
Fatwa
and
Legislation
Department,
General
Investigations
Department of Ministry of
Interior, Legal Department of
Kuwait Municipality and
non-Kuwaiti experts to submit the certificate of ‘To
whom it may concern’ issued
by Kuwait Anti-Corruption
Authority regarding when
their services end in their
respective authorities, reports
Al-Anba daily.
In a letter sent to all governmental institutions and authorities, CSC requested to add this
certificate in the files of nonKuwaiti employees of these
authorities to settle their
indemnities.
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Above: Some photos from the National Day celebration organized by the Omani Embassy.

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled affirms Kuwait-Oman deep-rooted ties
First Deputy Premier and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled AlHamad Al-Sabah Wednesday commended
deep-rooted
relations
between Kuwait and Oman.
These relations are bestowed by the
kind attention of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber AlSabah and Sultan Qaboos bin Saeed
of Oman, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled told
reporters on sidelines of a reception
held by the Omani Embassy on the
occasion of the Gulf country’s National
Day.
“We are following with great pride the
development in the Sultanate of Oman
which is led by the Sultan,” he said.

Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled AlJarallah said the relations with Oman
were “brotherly, historic and very
advanced.” He said the Omani citizen
contributed to the development of the
Sultanate and the country occupied a
leading position among nations around
the world.
Meanwhile, Deputy Foreign Minister
Khaled Al-Jarallah stated Wednesday
that all the Omani initiatives for resolving regional disputes are coordinated
with the Gulf Cooperation Council
states and come in harmony with its
vision.
In a statement to reporters on the
sidelines of his participation in the

Omani Embassy’s celebrations of the
national day, Al-Jarallah debunked
claims that the Sultanate of Oman acting unilaterally and launches its initiatives away from other GCC member
states. “Those who say that are not
aware of the coherence and unity
among GCC states,” he said.
Replying to a question about the
Sultanate’s efforts to mediate a dialogue between the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia and the Islamic Republic of Iran,
Al-Jarallah said “this dialogue has not
been launched yet.” He, however,
expressed appreciation of the blessed
efforts of the Sultanate which always
seek the good of GCC states. (KUNA)

